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Well, another great Old Home Days are behind us. A special thanks go out to all the volunteers         who give so 

much of their time to be sure we all get to enjoy a great Old Home Day. About the only hiccup was the fire-

works that were scheduled for Friday night. Due to all the rain we had received in days prior to the event, the 

pyrotechnic company  decided the field crossing to get to       the launch site was too soft to allow their trucks to 

safely get to the launch site. 

Speaking of Fireworks, we will roll the deposit over to the 2022 4th of July fireworks display.  We       are       

considering trying a new launch site, of the old landfill site near Moose Brook Park. More details will be 

coming early next year, but we think it may be safer and allow for many different viewing areas all around 

Norway Pond and Moose Brook park. 

In the middle of August, our 2007 Volvo Grader had a major transmission failure. In 2015, Volvo stopped 

manufacturing their line of motor graders. Parts for this machine are getting scarce. Our     DPW was able to 

locate a new transmission, in Sweden, at a cost of greater than $45,000. We looked at multiple options to 

determine the most cost-effective course for the Town. The cost for the repair is significant for a machine of 

that age, and with limited parts availability, and projected to get worse. We looked at renting, a cost of 

$10,500 a month. We also looked at replacing the current machine. We discussed these options with the CIP 

committee and with the budget advisory committee, and we had a public hearing to listen to your input.    

After the hearing, we voted to enter into a 7-year lease purchase to replace the grader. This will be on the 

2022 warrant for the full vote of town meeting. 

The town-wide re-assessment is almost complete. Within the next few weeks, you will be getting the new as-

sessments in the mail. There will be times where you can ask questions about the new assessments. Once the 

assessments are complete, then the tax rate will be set. Please do not multiply your new assessment by last 

year’s tax rate. The new tax rate will take the new assessment into consideration. Once we have both the new 

assessment  and  the  new  tax  rate  then  you  will  be  able  to  determine  your  actual  taxes  for  your     

particular property. 

  The Town Clerk’s office will be closed Monday, September 6th in observance of the Labor Day Holiday. 

Hancock Happenings  

Mission Statement 

Hancock Happenings is the monthly newsletter of the Town of Hancock, established in 1999 for the purpose of 

publishing news articles by Town Departments and local organizations.  The publication is self-supported through 

the sale of block  and classified ads. Hancock Happenings is not a forum for opinion pieces of any nature, political 

advertising and political columns; any such submissions will be edited or  rejected. 
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Thank you to everyone who came to Old Home Day and 

partook of our Annual Chicken Barbecue. It was nice to 

once again be out and about for this celebration after the 

Covid pandemic canceled last years festivities. It is a lot of 

work on our part but we always have a good time feeding 

hundreds of hungry people under our big tent. I owe a “Big 

Thank You” to the spouses, significant others, and kids of 

HFD members, and all the others that materialize every year 

to help us out with serving that much food.  That Saturday is 

always a long day for the fire department members. We get 

to the fire station early to clean the trucks and get ready for 

the parade. After the parade we put the trucks away, get eve-

rything set up to cook the chicken, serve, and then we clean 

up.  Our reward is seeing so many of the towns people en-

joying a nice meal and great company.  At least the hurri-

cane waited another day so we had an enjoyable time.  Win-

ners of the Auxiliary raffle were Nelson Jaramillo with the 

kayak and Kathy Gardner with the Yeti cooler. 

 

Inevitably sometime during the day we also find time to re-

spond to a 9-1-1 emergency call.  I’m not sure why, but dif-

ferent types of emergency calls seem come in clusters.  

Throughout the years we always have a couple of months 

where we respond to trees and wires down.  Other months 

there usually seems to be an abnormal amount of automatic 

fire alarms.  A while back we responded to a wave of CPR 

emergencies.  For the last couple of months we responded to 

quite a few motor vehicle crashes, some with rollovers.  It 

just shows that the members of the Hancock Fire & Rescue 

need to be ready for anything at anytime. 

 

A big shout out to HFD members Molly and TJ Webster and 

their newest member of the family, Henry James.  Molly has 

to be a saint with two very young boys vying for her atten-

tion all day long. 

 

Did you know that 10-digit phone dialing starts October 

24th?  To complete local calls, the new dialing procedure 

requires callers to dial the area code + telephone number. 

This means that all local calls in the entire 603 area code 

that are currently dialed with 7 digits will need to be dialed 

using the area code + telephone number.  Why is 10-digit 

dialing going to be required in this area code? The FCC   

ordered that any area code that has the 988 prefix and has 7-

digit local dialing be transitioned to 10-digit local dialing to 

ensure everyone is able to reach the National Suicide Pre-

vention Lifeline using the 3-digit 988 code.  

It’s getting cooler this time of year. Now is the time to have 

your chimney cleaned or furnace checked. Beat the rush.  

And make sure you have working smoke detectors and car-

bon monoxide detectors! 

Just a reminder, the Hancock Fire & Rescue is always look-

ing for new members. Come join us if you would like to be  

a part of our great adventure. We offer free training, an 

amazing sense of family, personal satisfaction, long hours, 

dangerous work, and less than minimal pay. However, Fire-

fighters and EMT’S are some of the most selfless public 

servants you will ever encounter.  

 

Raffle winners for the month:   

$40.00 – Winifred Skeates 

$20.00 – General Samuel Lessey 

$10.00 – Tim & Melissa Ditlow, William Owen, and        
Don Lussier 

Hancock Fire & Rescue 
Tom Bates, Chief, Hancock Fire Department 
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A BIG THANK YOU! 

First I want to thank the OHD committee team, without them 
this year's OHD would have NOT been possible! 

Sandra Faber 
Monica Laskey 
Ashley Naglie 

Pat Payne 
Ruth Wilder 

And Leslie Hartwell for T-Shirt Design 

Also those who donated $$  
Bellows Nichols Agency 

Chris Ingalls Rubbish Removal 
Fiddleheads Cafe’ 

Francis Bearse 
Hancock Highland Kennels 
Longview Forest Products 

Mathewson Company 
Norway Hill Assoc. Inc. 
Our Town Landscaping 

Then there are those in the background… 
Where to begin, 

Police Chief Horne & Officers 
Tyler Howe Public Works Dept. & Crew 

Chief Tom Bates and all the volunteer firefighters 
Jonathan Coyne town administrator 

The Hancock Market 
First Congregational Church 

Ginger Smith, Sue Francis, The Shumway’s, Kristen Harris, Julie Brown 
Brian Naglie 
Doug Payne 
Jeff Wilder 

And Ric Haskins  

Thank you all and those I forgot!! 
               Mary Brown  

To You All: 

When I sat down to write a Thank You to each 

one of you, all I have to do is start to look at 

ALL of the many wonderful cards, emails, 

notes, flowers, visits and telephone calls that 

overwhelmed me with love and greetings. I 

hope these few words will let you know how 

special you all made my Birthday for me. There 

are times that we "shed happy tears" and this 

is one of them. Thank you for taking your time 

to make this a special day for me. I feel so very 

grateful that you all shared in this "Special 

Birthday". Thank you, many times, over again. 

 

 

 

Peg McLeod  
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           Hancock Historical                            

                                                                                                                            Society      

                    News & Updates      

      

Thank you to everyone who helped make Old Home Day events at the 
Historical Society such a success! We are so grateful to everyone who 
volunteered their time and energy for this special day – the many  
bakers who contributed to the bake sale, the bake sale volunteers, 
and the dedicated docents who offered museum tours to more than 50 
visitors. 
 
Our "Hair" exhibit continues through the summer. This eclectic       
exhibit is really fascinating, please stop by on Saturdays from 2-4 pm 
to take a look.  
The yard sale we had planned for this month has been postponed. 
Stay tuned for updates. 
 

100 Years Ago: 
Remains of Young Soldier Returned to Hancock 

September 2021 marks the 100th anniversary of the interment of the re-
mains of Private Ralph J. Loveren, the first Hancock resident to enlist, 
and the first (and only) local man to die in action during the Great War.  
 
Ralph was 19 when he joined the National Guard in May of 1917, just a 

month after the United States entered World War I. The Peterborough 
Transcript reported that he was in Hancock on leave to visit his parents, 
Mr. & Mrs. George Loveren, in August. Later he was ordered to France 
with Company B, Machine Gun Battalion, of the American Expeditionary 
Force. There he was killed by a shell at the start of the battle at Bois de 
Belleau (The Battle of Belleau Wood) on July 18, 1918, and buried in 
those woods.  
  

Ralph’s death was reported in the Transcript on July 22 and July 29. A 
memorial service, held September 15, 1918, was attended by most of the 

town, with special contingents representing the Grange and the Builders 
Club attending as a body to honor their former member. Three years later, in September of 1921, 
Ralph’s remains arrived home from France.  He was buried in Norway Plain Cemetery with full 
military honors in a ceremony conducted by the American Legion Post of Antrim.  

Private Ralph J. Loveren 
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To place an ad, email is the best way                            

happenings@hancocknh.org or call 603-831-0237 
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Telecommunications Committee: Portrait of a Volunteer 
by Mollie Miller, Hancock Telecommunications Committee (chair) 

We often take for granted the dozens of volunteers who donate their time and expertise to Hancock. One such volunteer 
- on a committee filled with amazing volunteers - is Jessica Quinn, who led the charge this past month to write, organ-
ize and submit a National Telecommunications Information Administration (NTIA) grant application for just over 
$5,000,000 to bring universal fiber optic cable to Hancock and Francestown.   
 
A little background.  As part of the federal American Rescue Plans Act (ARPA) the NTIA is dispersing $288 million to 
fund rural broadband infrastructure.  The deadline to apply for the funds was August 17.  Since the suggested minimum 
grant ask was $5 million, it was helpful to partner with one or more other towns on the grant application.  Earlier in the 
summer Hancock and Francestown had formed an informal partnership, sharing information and meeting together with 
Consolidated Communications (CCI) to convince them to partner with us on a NTIA grant submission (towns couldn’t 
apply for the funds without being partnered with an internet service provider).  At the end of July CCI gave their final 
answer: they weren’t going to partner with us. 
 
In a stroke of luck, Hub66 stepped in and said they were willing to apply with Hancock and Francestown.  Hub66 is a 
small, relatively new internet service provider - a David to CCI’s Goliath.  They describe themselves as a company that 
“offers affordable, high speed internet as a necessary public service, instead of an urban luxury, by working with rural 
municipalities to bring affordable Fiber Optic and Wireless technology to end users.”  Hub66’s offer meant they were 
willing to devote the time and resources to design fiber optic infrastructure build outs for both towns, produce the budg-
et, budget narrative, maps and various forms needed to complete their end of the grant application - all within the two 
and a half weeks we had remaining before the August 17 deadline.   
 
Here’s where Jessica Quinn, volunteer extraordinaire, comes in.  Jessica has a lot of professional experience writing 
grants; her first job out of college was with the Girl Scouts and she has worked for many non-profits since then.  Over 
that first weekend, Jessica produced a long and intimidating checklist of grant requirements.  For the next two and a 
half weeks, as our group of nine participants met (four from Hub66, three from Francestown and two from Hancock) 
Jessica coordinated all of us, clarifying who was doing what and by what date.  Jessica collected all the documents, 
wrote much of Hancock’s narrative, and edited the entire shebang for clarity.  Throughout the entire stressful process, 
Jessica remained cheerful, patient, positive and focused.  The final grant application was 138 pages of documents, in-
cluding just under 20 pages of narratives.  Thanks to Jessica and Hub 66, the grant draft was given to each town’s Se-
lect Board in time for them to review it and still make the midnight August 17 submission deadline.   
 
So who is this amazing Jessica Quinn?  Jessica moved to Hancock this past year, a Covid refugee.  She grew up in 
Francestown, where her parents still live, and when the pandemic hit she, her husband, and five year old daughter load-
ed up their car, left New York City and went to live with her parents for “a month.”  Seven months later they decided to 
relocate after she got a new job working for the Putnam Foundation and the Putnam family, and her husband’s firm 
went fully remote.  They picked Hancock because it has always been one of Jessica’s favorite towns and it’s close to 
both her parents and her office in Keene. 
 
“I’ve always liked to be involved, to try to be helpful and contribute something to whatever communities I’m a part of.  
I think that comes from growing up in a small town like Francestown, where volunteering is just what you do.  Our life 
in Brooklyn was very busy, so I didn’t have time to volunteer much, and it always felt more difficult to get involved in 
such a big city.  Being back in a small town, I love that it’s so easy to just jump right in.”  With volunteers like Jessica, 
is it any wonder that Hancock is such a special community? 
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Hancock Town Library Events 
Amy Markus, Hancock Library Director 

http://hancocktownlibrarynh.wordpress.com 
Mondays and Wednesdays 2:00 to 6:00pm 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 10:00am to 7:00pm 
Saturdays 10:00am to 4:00pm 

see so many lend a hand to make this sale possible. Extra-

special thanks, as always, to Donna Geer and Jane Rich-

ards who lead this entire crew. Now, just give us two 

weeks and we’ll start collecting books for next year’s 

sale! 

Week of September 13th 
Celebrate Constitution Day! 
On September 17, 1787, the delegates to the Constitution-
al Convention met for the last time to sign the document 
they had created. In honor of Constitution Day the library 
will be offering free copies of the Constitution (first 
come, first serve). Please note that we are closed on Fri-
days (9/17 is a Friday this year) but are open Monday 
through Thursday. 

Saturday September 18th 
Book Display in Honor of the Black Heritage Marker 
for Hancock 
A plaque to be unveiled September 18th in Hancock is the 
newest addition to the Black Heritage Trail of New 
Hampshire which connects the stories of NH’s African 
heritage by documenting and marking the many historic 
sites that testify to this rich history. The Hancock marker 
will describe the Due family and Jack, a once-enslaved 
African who gained his freedom and lived in Hancock in 
the late 1700s and early 1800s. Should you wish to learn 
more about New England Black History the library will 
have a display of books on hand starting in mid-
September and going through the end of the month. 

Saturday September 25th from 1:00-3:00 
Needle Felting Workshop for Adults with                   
Marianne Adams 
Mouse Sleeping in a Teacup 
Participants will create a needle felted wool mouse curled 
up in a real china teacup. Each mouse will have a benda-
ble felted tail that can be curled around its body or over 
the cup. There is no fee for the class but there is a Materi-
als Fee of $10.00 per person. Each materials kit includes: 
Wool in your choice of buff or soft gray, accent colors for 
ears, paws and face details, wire for tail plus coarse wool 
to tuck around the mouse like a nest. Kits include color 
photos, tips and instructions. BYO tools or we can pro-
vide them. A selection of china teacups will be provided 
by the library. We will meet in the Daniels Room and pre-
registration is required as we will limit the number of par-
ticipants to six. This is for adults only please. We ask that 
masks be worn no matter your vaccination status. To    
register email Amy at hancocklibrary@comcast.net and 
put NEEDLE FELTING in the subject line. Or call  525-
4411 

                                                              —————continued to page 8 

Welcome Deb Thompson! We are pleased to announce 

that Deb Thompson will be our new Children's Librarian. 

Deb has worked most recently at Summerhill Assisted 

Living in Peterborough as their Activities Director and 

will be a wonderful addition to the Hancock Town      

Library team. Her roots in Hancock go deep (third gener-

ation of the Eva family) as does her care for the wider 

Hancock community. Deb will want to hear from parents 

and children about what they'd like to see in the Chil-

dren's Room so be sure to stop by to say hello. Her first 

day will be Thursday September 2nd. Welcome Deb! 

Welcome Melissa Yurechko! We also are welcoming a 

new circulation librarian at the front desk, Hancock resi-

dent Melissa Yurechko. She will fill in at the front desk 

as needed to staff the library when others are out for vari-

ous reasons (vacations, illness, conferences). Melissa is a 

relative newcomer to Hancock (moved in 2019 from CT), 

but she has been a librarian for over 25 years. She, along 

with her husband and teen son, enjoy exploring forest 

trails, entertaining their rambunctious 80-lb pup, and 

tending their small blueberry farm.  

So happy to have her competence and welcoming nature 

at the front desk! 

Delta Variant Update The library is back to asking that 

everyone, regardless of vaccination status, please wear a 

mask inside the library due to the highly contagious Delta 

variant. We are sad to have to do this but want everyone 

to be as safe as possible during this time.  

Book Sale ~ We were so excited to be able to hold the 

annual Friends of the HTL Book Sale again this year. It 

was a popular spot, especially on Sunday thanks to Hurri-

cane Henri! As of this writing we are still selling books 

so we don’t know how much we will end up making but 

we’re on track for a very successful sale. Thanks to all 

who made this possible: the many donors of books, 

DVDs, and CDs, the volunteers who sorted those items 

into genres and then boxes, Bill Elliott who carried every 

box down to the basement for storage, the 17 strong vol-

unteers who then carried them out of the basement and 

up to the Daniels Room (lots of young folks new to town 

happily agreed to help!), the multitudes of volunteers 

who set out the books, nested the empty boxes, and 

worked the book sale as cashiers. It’s heartwarming to  

mailto:hancocklibrary@comcast.net
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——continued from page 7 

Week of September 27th 
Banned Books Week 
You might be surprised to learn what titles have been 
banned in communities across the country over the past 100 
years. Come check them out during Banned Books Week at 
the library! 

 

From the Children’s Room 
Deb Thompson, Children’s Librarian 

Story Time will be on hiatus during the month of           
September. We’ll see you again in October! 

Mondays September 13th and 27th 3:30pm-4:30pm 
Read with Coffee 
Coffee, a registered reading therapy dog, loves to have chil-
dren read to him! Be sure to stop by the library the second 
and fourth Monday of the month to practice your reading 
with Coffee the Chihuahua! 

Beginning the Second Week in September 
Craft-To-Go Kits Available 
We’ll have several types of Craft-To-Go Kits available this 
month. No registration required. First come, first serve on 
all of them. Just come in and ask for them! 

From Hancock artist Melody Russell: Country Mouse & 
City Mouse Craft 
Inspired by the classic tale of Country Mouse and City 
Mouse the children will make mini table puppets with ac-
cessories. Everyone will create 2 mice and all the fixings to 
give their parents a little puppet show on a small table. 
Younger ones may need a bit of help. Older ones can take it 
to the limit. Every kit will have supplies and suggestions. 
Are you a country mouse? Or a city mouse? 

From Peterborough artist Erin Sweeney: Stamping Kits, 
Weaving Kits, and Architect Kits. The stamping will have 
several stamps and a couple of stamp pads and some cards/
paper for printing; the Weaving kits have a little cardboard 
loom and a plastic yarn needle and then tons of fun stuff 
with which to weave; and the Architect kits come with 
glue, cardboard, and all sorts of fun samples from a friend 
who is an architect - think tile samples, paint chips, fabric 
samples of all kinds, etc etc. Super fun! 

FROM the HANCOCK CEMETERY TRUSTEES 

THE HANCOCK CEMETERY RULES AND REGULATIONS HAVE BEEN RECENTLY REVIEWED,  

REVISED, AND REPLACED WITH THE NEWLY PRINTED 2021 VERSION IN BOOKLET FORM. 

Some language has been changed to reflect the language of the current NH Statutes ~ 

A new Lot Owner is issued a Right of Interment – not a Deed ~ 

Due to the fragile nature of our cemetery monuments, rubbings are no longer allowed.   

 

COPIES OF THE NEW BOOKLET ARE POSTED ON THE TOWN WEBSITE AND ARE AVAILABLE  
UPON REQUEST AT THE TOWN OFFICE. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 Cemetery Trustees, August 2021 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  R. Klug, B. Fogg, A. Kerwin 
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Hancock Woman’s  Club 

August offered a successful fund-raising garden party experience for 
the HWC. We are looking forward to resuming in person meetings in 
the Vestry on October 13th.  Hope to see you there. 

Invitation from the Recreation Committee 

Join us for our next meeting: 

Thursday, September 9, 2021 at 6 p.m. 

Barbara Caverly Meeting Room, Town Office 

It’s been awhile since the Recreation Committee last officially met, but with a few new members, we’ve already   
started discussing things like getting swim lessons back at Norway Pond next summer and potential improvements to 

Moose Brook Park. 

We’d love to have input from town residents about potential future projects and programs. 

We’re also looking for a couple of additional people to join our committee – we’re planning on meeting every six to 
eight weeks, and we’re happy to have people contribute whatever time they can to various projects. 

Hope to see you on September 9th!  

Current Recreation Committee Members: 

Jeff Brown, Selectboard Liaison (2023) 

Jessica Quinn, Member 

Jenn Sutton, Member 

Deb Coyne, Member 

WESTERN NH WALK TO END ALZHEIMER’S SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER 
Walk to End Alzheimer’s is World’s Largest Event Dedicated  

to Alzheimer’s Care, Support and Research 

The Alzheimer’s Association invites residents of Western New Hampshire and the Monadnock Region to join the 

fight against Alzheimer’s disease by participating in the Western NH Walk to End Alzheimer’s. The Walk will be an 

in-person event held on Saturday, October 2nd, at Keene State College. 

Last year due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Walk to End Alzheimer’s was held everywhere with teams and partici-

pants walking in their local neighborhoods to raise critical funds and awareness. In total, the 2020 Western NH Walk 

to End Alzheimer’s drew 326 participants, 56 teams, and raised $66,535. Held in over 600 communities nationwide, 

the Walk to End Alzheimer’s is the world’s largest event to raise awareness and funds for Alzheimer’s care, support, 

and research. 

“We are excited to be back at Keene State for an in-person event and help raise awareness for this great cause. We 
need your help and support in making the 2021 Western NH Walk a success. By participating and fundraising the 
money raised goes to critical programming, and research for those impacted by the disease,” said Toby Cummings, 
committee member for the Western NH Walk to End Alzheimer's. 

For more information on Western NH Walk to End Alzheimer’s and to register a team please contact Chelsea Turner 
at caturner@alz.org. 

Alzheimer's Association Walk to End Alzheimer’s® 
The Alzheimer’s Association Walk to End Alzheimer’s is the world’s largest event to raise awareness and 
funds for Alzheimer’s care, support and research.  Since 1989, the Alzheimer’s Association mobilized mil-
lions of Americans in the Alzheimer’s Association Memory Walk®; now the Alzheimer’s Association is 
continuing to lead the way with Walk to End Alzheimer’s. Together, we can end Alzheimer’s.   

mailto:caturner@alz.org
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Support Hancock Happenings advertisers!  

They allow you to enjoy this newsletter at no cost to you! 

To place an ad, email is the best way                            

happenings@hancocknh.org or call 603-831-0237 
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I hope this news finds you relaxed, having enjoyed some time reconnecting with your friends and family over the last 

couple of months. I was able to enjoy a couple weeks respite after school ended, which allowed me to push the reset but-

ton. For that, I am grateful.  

Since the beginning of July, district administrators and many teachers have been working to develop our plans for the 

upcoming school year. While we had hoped to have COVID-19 concerns well behind us, we know there are still some 

health concerns for our community. So, we are making plans that consider a variety of situations that could arise over the 

next few months. The most accurate information about our fall reopening can be found on our district website: 

www.convalsd.net. 

Do you know anyone who lives outside of our district, but might be interested in having their children attend one of our 

schools? The application process is simple and can be found on our website or by emailing Brenda Marschok 

(bmarschok@conval.edu).  

Please reach out with questions, comments, and concerns: kfoecking@conval.edu or call (603) 588-6630.  

NEWS FROM GREAT BROOK  SCHOOL 

     Kat Foecking, Principal 

NEWS FROM RENEW CHURCH 

On August 8th, around noon time, you may have noticed a large joyful crowd gathered together down at Norway Pond, 

witnessing and celebrating the baptism of 11 saints from Renew Church - Hancock! We congratulate and pray a blessing 

over those who came forward to profess their faith and love for our Lord and Savior. Renew Church is a non-

denominational Christian Church. Join us for Sunday Service @ 10:00 am, in person at 53 Elmwood Rd. Hancock, or on 

Facebook Live by liking our page @ Renew Church - Hancock.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Those baptized include: Left to Right: Kristen Anne Ewing, Samantha Marie Swanbon, Tasha Kim Dragon; Kirk       

Michael Dragon, Susie Choate, Terry L. Choate, Jr., Nehemiah Ezra Sawyer, Shay Marie Sawyer, Lynn Marie Sawyer, 

Nicholas Anthony Badaracco; and Kevin Byrn Nottage(not pictured).  

http://www.convalsd.net
mailto:bmarschok@conval.edu
mailto:kfoecking@conval.edu
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Another “Tale from Home”     

via Herb Gardner 

During intermission at a jazz concert in a 
Poughkeepsie, NY theater there was suddenly 
an enormous crash from backstage. Our star 
leader, Eddie Condon had managed to fall 
backwards into a big pile of metal beer kegs 
and knock them all over. The next time we 
played at that theater the stagehands had made a 
chalk outline of his body on the floor where he 
had landed. 

Art Exhibits at The Library 

ART EXHIBITS ARE BACK! 

Two long time Hancock resident artists – Bryon and   

Cynthia Niederhelman – will exhibit their artwork at the 

library September 4th through October 12th.  The theme of 

their exhibit is ‘Close to Home’, which is based on paint-

ings and photography of Hancock and the Monadnock  

area.  

Cynthia is a graduate of the Rhode Island School of       

Design. She taught art on a high school level, and has    

exhibited at numerous venues around New England.  

Byron is a retired science teacher and amateur photogra-

pher. He utilized photography as a medium to teach sci-

ence, as well as to inform and inspire  local audiences 

about this beautiful part of the world in which we have 

chosen to live. Byron’s primary objective with photog-

raphy is to develop a sense of awareness and appreciation 

for nature.  Another objective is to share the uniqueness 

and beauty of the area in which we live. He tries to capture 

the subjects from a unique and interesting point of view to 

catch the attention of the viewer. At the same time, he tries 

to evoke an emotional response to the elements of the pho-

to through subject material, perspective, or lighting effect.  

 

A public reception will be held on September 12th, from 2

-4 pm, in the Daniels Room. 

Exhibits can be viewed during regular library hours: Mon. 

and Wed., 2-6 pm; Tues. and Thur. 10 am-7 pm; and Sat. 

10 am-4 pm. Call the library (525-4411) before your visit 

to ensure no special events are scheduled at that time. The 

library will follow Covid guidelines and restrictions that 

are current at the time of exhibits. 

Coming in October: Kate Corr-Frame 
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Sept 8 (Wed)  Hawk Talk: Fall Raptor Migration 
Join the Harris Center’s Hawk Watch Coordinator and rap-
tor aficionado Phil Brown for a look at the upcoming  hawk 
migration season and the migration spectacle that can be 
viewed from the Pack Monadnock Raptor Observatory in 
Peterborough. Learn identification tips, life histories, and 
strategies of the 15 or so raptor species that grace this look-
out each fall, and hear about the research and conservation 
initiatives underway to protect them. You’ll be well pre-
pared for peak migration after this evening of stories and 
stunning raptor images. 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. via Zoom. To get 
the login details, please register at harriscenter.org/events. 
For more info, contact Phil at brown@harriscenter.org. Co-
sponsored by the Harris Center with NH Audubon. 
 
Sept 8 (Wed)  50th Anniversary Fund in Action 
Learn about the projects our 50th Anniversary Fund has 

already helped launch — including cut-
ting-edge migration research, a pilot tur-
tle headstarting program, a new book on 
the history of local Indigenous people, 
and more. All donors to the 50th Anni-
versary Fund are invited to attend this 
event and will receive an invitation in the 
mail. 7 to 8 pm. via Zoom. To register 

and receive the Zoom link, RSVP by Tuesday, September 7 
to Miles Stahmann at stahmann@harriscenter.org. 
 
Sept 9 (Thu) New England’s Roadside Ecology with Tom 
Wessels 
Join noted ecologist Tom Wessels for a conversation about 
his new book, New England’s Roadside Ecology — a guide 
to the natural history of 30 extraordinary places from Con-
necticut to Maine, all within an easy walk from a road. Find 
out which sites Tom featured in the Monadnock Region, 
and plan your fall road trip to forests, bogs, dunes, and other 
spectacular natural areas that are just a bit further afield! 
5:30 to 6:30pm via Zoom. To get the login details, please 
register at toadbooks.com/Wessels. For more info, contact 
Brett Amy Thelen at thelen@harriscenter.org. Co-
sponsored by the Harris Center with Toadstool Bookshops. 
 
Sept 11 (Sat)  All About Jack’s Pond: A History Hike 
Nestled at the base of Mount Skatutakee’s north side, Jack’s 
Pond is one of Hancock’s hidden gems. The pond is named 
after Jack, a once-enslaved African who gained his freedom 
and lived nearby in the late 1700s and early 1800s. Join 
Hancock writer Eric Aldrich, Harris Center naturalist Susie 
Spikol, and Black Heritage Trail of New Hampshire Direc-
tor JerriAnne Boggis for a 1.75-mile roundtrip hike to 
Jack’s Pond, where we’ll hear about Jack’s life, the families 
he was connected with, and how Black history that’s been 
so long in the shadows is now coming to light. Meet at the 
Harris Center at 10am . Space is limited, and registration 

is required at harriscenter.org/events. For more info, contact 
Eric at ericadine@gmail.com or Susie. Co-sponsored by the 
Harris Center with the Black Heritage Trail of NH. 
 
Sept 23 (Thu)  Mushroom Meander with the Morel 
Quandary Club 
Join avid mushroomer and naturalist John Benjamin and his 
trusty sidekick Susie Spikol for a late-day mushroom walk. 
We’ll look for polypores, russulas, amanitas, and other fab-
ulous fungi while learning the key points to identification. 
Come find out about mushroom folklore and mythology, 
and explore the essential role this unique kingdom plays in 
our world! 5 to 6 p.m. at the Harris Center. This will be a 
slow walk, but on uneven ground. Space is limited, and  
registration is required at harriscenter.org/events. For more 
information, contact Susie at spikol@harriscenter.org. 
 
Sept 25 (Sat)  Wetland Plants & Wildlife Walk at     
Norway Pond 
Get to know the plants and wildlife found in and around 
Norway Pond during this walk with ecologists Jeff Littleton 
and Steven Lamonde. Together, we’ll explore the ecology 
of the pond area and learn to identify a variety of wetland 
plants and animals. This 
program is being held as 
part of the 2021 NH Bio-
Blitz, an effort to get com-
munity members out ex-
ploring and recording spe-
cies found on town-owned 
lands all over New Hamp-
shire during the month of 
September. To learn more 
about the NH BioBlitz, visit   
extension.unh.edu/nhbioblitz. 9 to 11 a.m. at Norway Pond 
in Hancock. Exact meeting location will be provided upon 
registration. Space is limited, and registration is required at 
harriscenter.org/events. For more info, contact Mike Gag-
non at Michael.Gagnon@unh.edu. Co-sponsored by the 
Harris Center with UNH Extension, the Norway Pond  
Commission, and the Hancock Conservation Commission. 
 
Sept 28 (Tue)  Surveying for Salamanders 
Join ecologists Brett Amy Thelen and Karen Seaver for an 
afternoon of salamander monitoring at the Harris Center’s 
long-term study plots — part of SPARCnet, a national re-
search effort aimed at understanding the effects of climate 
change on red-backed salamanders (Plethodon cinereus). 
We’ll start with a brief introduction to red-backed salaman-
der ecology and to our study methods, then head into the 
woods to survey for salamanders. No experience necessary! 
4 to 5:30 p.m. at the Harris Center. Space is limited, and 
registration is required at harriscenter.org/events. For more 
information, contact Brett at thelen@harriscenter.org  

Painted Turtle Basking  © 

DaPuglet, FlickrCC 

http://harriscenter.org/events
mailto:brown@harriscenter.org
mailto:stahmann@harriscenter.org
http://toadbooks.com/Wessels
mailto:thelen@harriscenter.org
http://harriscenter.org/events
mailto:ericadine@gmail.com
http://harriscenter.org/events
mailto:spikol@harriscenter.org
http://extension.unh.edu/nhbioblitz
http://harriscenter.org/events
mailto:Michael.Gagnon@unh.edu
http://harriscenter.org/events
mailto:thelen@harriscenter.org
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Melissa Gallagher, Executive Director 

4 Aiken Street, PO Box 637, Antrim 603-588-2620 

www.grapevinenh.org 

Upcoming Grapevine Programs and Events 

Our GRAPE BIG Yard Sale!  Saturday, September 18th from 8am to 12noon on the Grapevine front lawn.  

Come shop for new and gently used items of all varieties at our GRAPE BIG Yard Sale during the Antrim Home & 

Harvest event!  All proceeds to benefit Grapevine children’s programs. 

Weekly Children’s Programs: Please call Carol at 588-2620 or email caroll@grapevinenh.org to register for pro-

grams, or for more information.  

Better Beginnings for Children- Groups offered on Mon, Tues and Wednesday from 9:30 to 11:30. Meets weekly.  
Parents gather for facilitated conversation, children's play supervised by Grapevine educators. Open to expecting par-
ents, infants and children up to age 5. 

Hillsborough Play Group - Mondays 1:00 to 2:30 and/or Thursdays 10:00am to 12noon at Grimes Field in Hills-
borough. Parents gather for conversation, children's play supervised by Grapevine educators. 

Learning Vine Preschool – Our preschool enrollment for the 2021-22 is FULL.  However, we are accepting additions 
to our waitlist.  Please contact us to learn more.  
 
Avenue A Teen & Community Center Programs: 

Want to get involved? We are always looking for help!  We need help with the following: 

Become a Community Tool Lending Shed volunteer!  Help us loan and organize tools and equipment; become 

involved and home maintenance and teaching projects.   Email toolshed@grapevinenh.org to learn more.  

Maintain our veggie and flower gardens over the summer 

Clean and reorganize our wood bank area and restack what’s left to get ready for next season. 

We welcome summer donations of firewood – preferably split and ready to be stacked! Please contact us prior to 

dropping wood donations. 

Other Programs and Services Available at The Grapevine…  

Home Visiting Supports 

Information and supported referral for resources to meet basic needs such as housing, home heating and food 

Community Wood Bank 

Tax preparation and financial planning 

Support and Resources for Kinship Caregivers (Grandparents and other relatives caring for children) 

The Grapevine is a nonprofit service organization 

located behind the Tuttle Library and serving resi-

dents in Antrim, Hancock, Bennington, Fran-

cestown, Hillsborough, Deering and nearby towns.  

The Grapevine exists because of charitable contri-

butions from people like you.  Tax deductible con-

tributions are gratefully accepted at PO Box 637, 

Antrim, or drop by our center at  4 Aiken Street. 

Visit us online at www.grapevinenh.org, LIKE us 

on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/

grapevinenh.org/ and on Instagram: 

@thegrapevinefrc 

mailto:caroll@grapevinenh.org
mailto:toolshed@grapevinenh.org
http://www.grapevinenh.org
https://www.facebook.com/grapevinenh.org/
https://www.facebook.com/grapevinenh.org/
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MUSIC ON NORWAY POND’S JUNIOR MINTS 

LOOKING FOR NEW MEMBERS  

Music on Norway Pond’s Junior Mints, an incredible kiddo chorale, is looking for kids between 6 and 14 who love to 
sing and perform. The Junior Mints will be a little more informal than in past years and also quite flexible as we seek 
to have fun, make music and stay safe. Rehearsals will probably be mostly outdoors and start later in September on 
Tuesday afternoons near the Hancock Meetinghouse, either from 2:30 – 4:00 or 3:00 – 4:30, depending on the Kiddos’ 
other activities.  No auditions required but we will be asking the kids to wear masks. 

  

We will be learning a few songs to sing at the outdoor caroling event on the Hancock Common. 

  

So, if you are curious and even a little interested in joining us, please let me know. No commitment at this point but 
there will be a place saved for you. 

  

You can also learn more at musiconnorwaypond.org/junior-minstrels-about. 

  

Jody’s contact info: call 603-525-9303 or e-mail musiconnorwaypond@gmail.com. 

Home Health Care encompasses a wide range of health care services provided in 

the patient’s home with the purpose of maintaining a patient’s optimal level of 

health, well-being, and independence, according to their personal beliefs and 

choices. Home care is a collaborative effort involving caregivers, physicians, and 

an interdisciplinary home care team. It is a cost-effective alternative to extended 

hospitalization, rehabilitation, or a nursing home stay. Patients are usually more 

comfortable in their own home and studies have shown patients recover quicker 

at home.  

Hancock is in our service area and we have an office in Peterborough at 9 Vose 

Farm Rd. Please call 603-352-2253 to find out how we can help you. 

What is Home Health Care? 

mailto:musiconnorwaypond@gmail.com


 

- 18 -                                                                                     HANCOCK HAPPENINGS                                              September 2021 

 

 

Norway Pond has been popular this summer season whether swimming at the beach, fishing, kayaking and canoeing, 
or just walking the pathways along the shore’s edge. With our unusual weather this summer we have seen a generally 
higher water level than last year with the heavy rains in July.  The surface water has been very warm (as high as the 
80’s in mid-August).  We had a resident pair of Canada geese with one offspring.  Transient Canada geese were seen 
earlier than usual this year, possibly due to the unusual July weather. 

 

The Commission has been on the lookout for cyanobacteria blooms with the monitoring work being conducted by 
Karen Seaver, staff ecologist at the Harris Center.  Karen has been sampling every other week and has not seen any 
visible evidence of cyanobacteria blooms in the upper 3m of water.  Throughout the summer, the true green alga and 
diatoms/dinoflagellates have been a lot more dominant.  This is good news! 

 

Dick Warner has continued his volunteer monitoring of the pond through the NHDES VLAP program.  This year 
Dick has sampled in June, July, and August.  Water temperatures near surface (0.5m or 1.5 ft.) have ranged from 71°F 
to 78°F, while the pond water temperature has been 56°F to 60°.  The strong thermal stratification limits the vertical 
mixing of water in the pond.  This has resulted in the build-up of an anoxic (very little to no oxygen) zone in the bot-
tom 3m (10 ft.) of the water column.  We will be watching if this build up anoxic water is subsequently associated 
with any cyanobacteria blooms. 

 

We had reports of milfoil along the eastern shore of the pond and near the beach. With the help of Suzie Shevenell 
and Marie Lawrence samples were collected and analyzed.  The good news, the aquatic plant thought to be milfoil 
was common bladderwort an aquatic plant found in healthy pond life.  Actually, common bladderwort is a remarkable 
“carnivorous” plant.  The plant bladders (hence the name) are designed to capture aquatic organisms.  Enzymes and/or 
bacteria inside the bladder aid in digestion of these organisms by the plant.  (That’s right a plant that eats bugs!).  If 
you are interested in learning more about aquatic plants seen in the pond (which ones are good and which are bad) the 
following is a good source presented by Amy Smagula from NHDES: (https://www.newdurhamnh.us/sites/g/files/
vyhlif3526/f/news/marsh_jones_and_downing_weed_watcher_slideshow_0.pdf). 

 

The Norway Pond Commission is pleased to co-sponsor a Wetland Plants & Wildlife Walk at Norway Pond on Sep-
tember 25th (9:00—11:00am).  Don’t forget to sign up for this event.  It’s easy, just go to the Harris Center website 
(https://harriscenter.org/events/wetland-plants-wildlife-walk-at-norway-pond). 

 
As always anyone interesting in helping out on the Commission’s community science research projects on Norway 
Pond please contact me at tcshevenell@gmail.com. 

Report from the Norway Pond Commission 

Submitted by Tom Shevenell, Chair 

The Village Ringers of Hancock are seeking new members 

● Learn the joy of being a part of the handbell choir 

● Musical experience is preferred 

● The Ringers will teach you the art of ringing 

● Contact director Sarah Hale for more information 525-4696 

https://www.newdurhamnh.us/sites/g/files/vyhlif3526/f/news/marsh_jones_and_downing_weed_watcher_slideshow_0.pdf
https://www.newdurhamnh.us/sites/g/files/vyhlif3526/f/news/marsh_jones_and_downing_weed_watcher_slideshow_0.pdf
https://harriscenter.org/events/wetland-plants-wildlife-walk-at-norway-pond
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News from the First Congregational Church 
Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here 

Our Sanctuary is open, and we are worshiping in person! 

Hello and Happy September! 

● Come worship in our historic Meeting House Sundays at 9:45 

○ We post our Weekly Message every Saturday on the church’s YouTube Channel, 

Hancock Congregational Church. There are now 75 weekly messages for you to enjoy and revisit. 

○ If you would like to receive a weekly e-newsletter to keep up with events, send your preferred email address to mail-

to:hancockcongregationalchurch@gmail.com 

The Vestry is open for public use. 

All inquires for the use of either space should be emailed to the Council hancockcongregationalchurch@gmail.com 

SAVE THE DATE and spread the word  
Sat. Sept. 18 at noon 

● The church welcomes The Black Heritage Trail to Hancock. 

○ The known history of the Due Family, free people of color, and Jack, a once enslaved African will be shared. Both 

found community in Hancock in the late 1700’s-early 1800s and also endured many issues with the Church of Christ of 

Hancock. 

● A special ensemble from Norway Pond Festival Singers will honor the occasion. 

● Thank you to the many in Hancock who are doing the work to advance the community conversation about race 

● The event is free; please call 603-570-8469 to reserve your seat for this historic event. 

● To find out more, visit blackheritagetrail.org  

Saturday, October 2, 8 am to noon 
Annual Church Yard Sale RETURNS 

You’ve been cleaning out those spaces, and the day has arrived. It is time for some Hancock Fun. 

We will be collecting clean, in good repair, gently used items for the sale 

● Bag sale begins at 11, noon through clean up is free 

● Drop off the items at the Vestry Tues, Sept. 28, and Thurs, Sept. 30 from 3 -7 pm, Fri, Oct. 1 

from 2-4 

It’s time to look through the garage, basement, attic, and back closet and donate those things that 

no longer bring you joy. If you know of someone or a family who could use an extra hand setting 

up a place to live and items that we collect would benefit, please email the church and let us know. 

mailto:hancockcongregationalchurch@gmail.com 

PROCEEDS FOR THE SALE WILL BENEFIT THE MAINTENANCE AND UPKEEP OF THE VESTRY 

Saturday, October 2, 8 am to noon 
New Event: Clothing Exchange 

We will be collecting clean, in good repair, gently used, just washed clothing. 

On the day of the yard sale, the clothes will be available for free to anyone who would like to freshen up their wardrobe 
with new colors, styles, or sizes. Drop off the items at the Meeting House or Vestry 
● Tuesday, Sept. 28, and Thursday, Sept. 30 from 3 -7 pm 
● Friday, Oct. 1 from 2-4 
Now is your chance to have some free fun. Go through that closet and dresser and find those 
things that just are not working for you anymore. That item will be the perfect complement to 
another’s wardrobe. 

Church Community Paddle 

Sunday, September 5, 2021, from 1 to 3 pm 

● For all who love to paddle with others, or would like to try 

● Canoe, kayak, or paddleboard get together on the Contoocook River 

● Sunday, September 5, 2021, from 1 to 3 pm 

● Meet in Greenfield on Forest Road by the covered bridge at the Powder Mill Pond, Boat Access Facility. 

● We will launch from there and take a short paddle down Powder Mill Pond. 

Any questions or concerns about the paddle or weather that day, please call Peter Beblowski at 588-3761.  
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Violinist Tessa Lark with Pianist Amy Yang as Music Haul Returns to Hancock Common 
Saturday September 4 -  

and a Special Bonus on September 18 

Tessa Lark began playing violin at the age of 6 in central Kentucky and has kept in touch with 
her regional music roots all the way through graduation from the New England Conservatory 
of Music and winning the 2012 Walter M. Naumburg International Violin Competition in New 
York City. She is one of the most captivating artistic voices of our time, consistently praised 

by critics and audiences for her astounding range of sounds, technical agility, and musical   
elegance. In 2020 she was nominated for a GRAMMY in the Best Classical Instrumental Solo 
category and received one of Lincoln Center’s prestigious Emerging Artist Awards: the special 
Hunt Family Award. Other recent honors include a 2018 Borletti-Buitoni Trust Fellowship and 
a 2016 Avery Fisher Career Grant.  And - she’s a highly acclaimed fiddler! 

Tessa’s partner is the acclaimed pianist Amy Yang, who balances an active career as a soloist, chamber musician and 

pedagogue. With degrees from Curtis, Julliard, and the Yale School of Music, she is featured at festivals around the 
country. The Washington Post said she is a “jaw-dropping pianist who steals the show…with effortless 
finesse.”  

Tessa and Amy come to us courtesy of our collaboration with Vermont’s Yellow Barn and their    
wonderful roving outdoor venue called “Music Haul”, complete with stage and sound system. 

Come enjoy sitting on the Hancock Common on a late-summer afternoon washed with the beauty of 
passionately played works of composers like Beethoven, Ravel, Franck, and Bartok, with a little blue-

grass thrown in. The concert starts at 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, September 4 and is free, but we’ll be pleased to accept your 
donations at www.musiconnorwaypond.org or at the concert. 

And the special bonus is… 

The Black Heritage Trail of New Hampshire is sponsoring a celebratory program at the First Congregational Church of 
Hancock on September 18 at 12 noon, and a group of Norway Pond Festival Singers will help provide the music. Learn 
more at blackheritagetrailnh.org. 

All my best, 

 

 

https://www.tessalark.com/about-tessa
https://www.yellowbarn.org/musichaul
https://www.google.com/maps/place/46+Main+St,+Hancock,+NH+03449/@42.9728371,-71.9862717,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89e1803ba5f9ed93:0xbca7211035d4cfc4!8m2!3d42.9728371!4d-71.984083
http://www.musiconnorwaypond.org
http://blackheritagetrailnh.org/bhtnh-to-unveil-marker-in-hancock/


September 2021      HANCOCK HAPPENINGS - 21 -

 

 

From the Dump Committee 
Recycling in the Town of Hancock is Mandatory 

A Dump Sticker is required on your vehicle in order to use the recycling center 

Recycling Center Hours:  Wednesdays: 3pm-7pm & Saturdays: 8am-5pm 

Swap Shop Hours: Wednesdays 3-5pm & Saturdays 10am-3pm 

Please slow down, use caution and courtesy when navigating the Transfer Station and Swap Shop 

Please, STOP and PAY first at the compactor for all disposals to the Demolition Dumpster. Fees are also charged for 

Tires (no rims), Freon containing appliances (refrigerators, freezers, AC units, dehumidifiers and for Electronics (TV 

and computer monitors). 

Hancock requires recycling of the following items: 

Newspaper, Mixed paper (No wrapping paper, tissues, glassine envelope inserts or wax coated refrigerator/freezer 

boxes), Corrugated Cardboard (flattened – clean and dry and NO pizza boxes), Aluminum (cans only, rinsed clean), 

Tin (cans and containers – clean and dry), Glass (food grade bottles and jars only – clean and lids removed), #2 Plastic 

(clean and lids removed), #1 Plastic (transparent bottles and jars only – clean and lids removed. NO salad, veggie or 

prepared food soft #1 containers) 

Fluorescent lightbulbs, batteries and other items may be left with attendants – please ask.  Scrap metal including non-

Freon containing appliances may be placed in the metal dumpster, free of charge. Drain completely any fuel and oil be-

fore disposal. Household Hazardous Waste must be disposed of, free of charge to Hancock residents, at the Keene Re-

cycle Center. Dates are listed in the flyer posted on site. 

Please consider giving used motor oil to the Transfer Station. Fall is coming with colder weather and the Transfer Sta-

tion is heated solely with such oil. Thank you! Your donations help keep our staff warm! 

Please see detailed brochure on the town website for more specific information and always feel free to ask attendants 

when in doubt. 

Check with your garden store when purchasing plants. They may accept the return of used planting containers.  

Copies and More in Peterborough will recycle KodiaKotton and Styrofoam peanuts used in shipping. You can drop off 

those items at the store. Otherwise those items are considered garbage and must go in the compactor. 

New or changed practices will be noted on the signboard near the compactor and near each bin if pertinent.   

When in doubt, please ask an attendant. 

Salvation Army Bin   
Please use the Salvation Army bin for gently used, clean clothing and shoes only. 

ALL DONATIONS MUST BE BAGGED. IF THE BIN IS FULL, DO NOT LEAVE BAGS ON THE GROUND  

Swap Shop 
Wednesdays 3-5pm      Saturdays: 10am-3pm   Weather dependent & subject to change 

No donations can be made if the Swap Shop is closed. Do not leave anything outside. 

For the safety of our volunteers and visitors, everyone will continue to be required to wear a face mask inside the 

Swap Shop. Maintain social distance, even outside.  All donated items must be placed on tables outside the Swap Shop 

during open hours only. Please pre-sort before you donate. The staff and/or volunteers will determine acceptability. En-

ter the Swap Shop at your own risk. Limit number of people/family unit at a time inside Swap Shop (2). Limit number 

of items taken from inside the Swap Shop (5). 

Many previously accepted items are no longer allowed. These changes are to comply with State regulations regarding 

transfer stations & swap shops. 

NOT ACCEPTABLE ITEMS: Anything dirty, cracked, broken, water-stained, moldy or missing parts.  Batteries 

(Please remove from children’s toys). Child and other safety equipment (For example: car seats, helmets, booster seats). 

Clothing and shoes (Please bag and put in Salvation Army bin). Cosmetics. Electronics of all types (Please leave at the 

red electronics trailer opposite the recycling windows). Fluorescent lights (See dump personnel). Hazardous materials – 

there is a depository in Keene. Everything is subject to change. The staff and/or volunteers will determine the accepta-

bility of any item not specifically identified above.  Thank you for your patience and understanding! 
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Hancock Happenings  

Mission Statement 

Hancock Happenings is the monthly newsletter of the Town of Hancock, established in 1999 for the purpose of 

publishing news articles by Town Departments and local organizations.  The publication is self-supported through 

the sale of block  and classified ads. Hancock Happenings is not a forum for opinion pieces of any nature, political 

advertising and political columns; any such submissions will be edited or  rejected. 

Hancock Hours and Meetings 
Please review your listings 

and correct as needed by emailing  
happenings@hancocknh.org 

Tax Collector - Thursday 9:00am to 4:30pm   

Town Clerk – Monday 5:00 to 8:00pm 
                         Wednesday  3:00 to 6:00pm 
                         Closed on Federal Holidays 

Town Dump and Demolition Hours – Wednesday 3:00 to 7:00pm; Saturday 8:00am to 5:00pm 

Selectboard – First three Mondays at 3:00pm; Fourth Monday at 6:00pm, Barbara E Caverly Meeting Room 

Planning Board   
On the 1st Wednesday of every month at 7:00pm:  may  hold working sessions for planning  purposes  

On the 3rd Wednesday of every month at 7:00pm: meets to process subdivisions, site plans and other applications    

         which may legally come before the Board.  Appointments can be made by calling the Town Office at 525.4441.            
            Applications  must be received prior to the end of the preceding month to be included in the schedule and satisfy         
                 notification requirements. Barbara E Caverly Meeting  

Zoning Board –2nd and 4th Wednesdays as needed at 7:00pm, meetings will be noticed; Barbara E Caverly Meeting  

Advisory Committee – as noticed, Town Office 

Conservation Commission – 2nd Tuesday at 7:00pm, Barbara E Caverly Meeting Room (Currently via Zoom) 

Historic District Commission – 4th Tuesday at 7:00pm, Barbara E Caverly Meeting Room 

Hancock Library Trustees – 4th Tuesday at 5:00pm in the Daniels Room 

Recreation Committee – as noticed 

Town Archives Committee – as noticed,  Town Office Archives Room 

Water Commissioners – 4th Wednesday at 4:30pm, Town Office Main Floor 

Trustees of Trust Funds – as needed, Town Office 

Cemetery Trustees – 1st Wednesday of the month, 10:00am, Town Office 

Common Commission – every other 3rd Thursday of the month at 7:00pm, Town Office Main Floor 

School Board – 1st & 3rd Tuesday, Board Room 

Dump Committee—as needed 

Publishing Information 
Editor and Publisher: Jaime Donovan 

Submit articles to Editor at happenings@hancocknh.org or call 603.831.0237 for information and rates.  

Deadline for submissions, advertising and payment for  advertising: 5pm on the 22nd of each month.  Checks should be 
payable to Town of Hancock (memo line “Hancock Happenings”) and mailed to the Town at PO Box 6, Hancock,  

Distribution– Rod Perry         

Printing by Gem Graphics, Keene, NH  

Monthly issues are placed at the Hancock Market, Post Office, Fiddleheads, Library, Dump and distributed to the               
students at Hancock Elementary School during the school year. Current and past issues can be found online on the 
Town website hancocknh.org and at the Hancock Historical Society 

Nameplate by Eleanor Amidon       
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NORWAY POND FESTIVAL SINGERS 

begin rehearsals on Thursday September 23rd. 

 

Thursdays 12:15-1:45 in our usual space - the lower floor of the Hancock Meetinghouse. 

 

Norway Pond Festival Singers is Music on Norway Pond’s women’s chorus, always joined by men for the February 
concert. This fall the women be working on music for two programs: 

The Hancock Family Christmas Concert on Saturday, December 18th in the afternoon 

Vivaldi Gloria and Bernstein Chichester Psalms on Sunday afternoon February 20th 

 

As we all know so well, these are unsettling times and the safety of our singers and audience is our first priority. In 
order to participate, a singer must be vaccinated, and we will most likely ask this of our audiences as well. Masks will 
also be required during rehearsals. 

 

We rehearse at a fairly quick pace, approaching the music from many different directions. Dare I say, there is never a 
dull moment and we laugh a lot. 

 

In December, we will present a very “compact” concert twice during the afternoon featuring the women, the bell-
ringers, a storyteller and the very excellent male vocal ensemble the Renaissance Men. Pre-ordered tickets will be re-
quired and the audience size of each performance will be limited. 

 

Dues: The dues this fall will be $100, a much-needed $10 increase from two years ago. Scholarships are available 
when requested. We greatly appreciate the generous donations many of you have made over the years. They make it 
possible for everyone to sing. 

 

Please let me know if, at this point, you might 
want to join us for this journey. There are no  
auditions, just a voice placement check to make 
sure you are singing the right voice part and seat-
ed in the best possible place within the ensemble. 
Nothing has to be set in stone, including your 
commitment, but at least we can begin to mold 
for ourselves a satisfying singing experience for 
the fall. 

 

Contact Jody Hill Simpson to sign up:   
Jhspals@aol.com or 603-525-9303 

 

 

https://www.renmenmusic.com/
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