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News from the Selectboard 

Submitted by Kurt Grassett, Chairperson 

Hancock Happenings  

Mission Statement 

Hancock Happenings is the monthly newsletter of the Town of Hancock, established in 1999 for the purpose of 

publishing news articles by Town Departments and local organizations.  The publication is self-supported through 

the sale of block  and classified ads. Hancock Happenings is not a forum for opinion pieces of any nature, political 

advertising and political columns; any such submissions will be edited or  rejected. 

By the time this hits the press Christmas will be over and we will be onto the new year. This Christmas brought a win-

tery mess that interrupted family gatherings and made travel difficult. Our DPW crew was out all day Christmas, in-

terrupting their holiday celebration so that we may have ours. A hearty THANK YOU is never enough. We are so for-

tunate to have the professionals in all of our emergency services that are willing to answer the call at anytime or 

any day! We also owe their families a big THANK YOU for holding down the fort while they are 

out serving our needs! 

The Board and the Budget Advisory Committee have been working on the 2022 annual budget. We will be putting the 

finishing touches on the budget over the next week and will be having a public hearing on January 27, 2022, at 7 PM. 

It looks like we will see a slight increase in the budget, around 1.5%. Our department heads have worked hard to keep 

service levels the same while trying to absorb the inflationary costs of doing business. 

Hancock Happenings has been a staple of Hancock’s life for more than 20 years. Our Editor in Chief is leaving in 

March, and we have not had many takers for this important job. If we are not able to fill this position in the coming 

weeks it may be that we will need to suspend the monthly newsletter. If anyone has any interest in seeing the         

Happenings continue, please reach out to Jaime or Jonathan Coyne. 

Here is to a healthy and happy 2022!  

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
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With a New Year comes the opportunity to start things off on the right foot. Often one of the resolutions we make is to 

improve the health of ourselves and our family. As you work towards this resolution please add this one additional step 

to maintain your health: Home Fire Prevention and EMS Safety. Dedicate some time to go through your home room by 

room to ensure that your home is not only safe but properly equipped with smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detec-

tors. I know we preach this all the time but it is important. Another important item is fire safety for older adults. Let’s 

face it; Hancock has a large elderly population. Knowing what to do in the event of a fire is particularly important for 

older adults. At age 65, people are twice as likely to be killed or injured by fires compared to the population at large. 

Older adults are prone to falls and other emergencies. Take a moment to visit with older neighbors and family members 

to ensure that their homes and lives are kept as safe as possible! Consider sleeping in a room on the ground floor in or-

der to make emergency escape easier. Have a telephone installed where you sleep in case of emergency. 

Let’s talk about fires in the home and carbon monoxide poisoning. When the weather outside is frightful, it may seem 

like the perfect time to light a warm, crackling fire in an indoor fireplace. But when cold weather hits, fire risk increas-

es. Severe storms can knock out power intermittently throughout the winter and cause homeowners to use alternative 

heating methods that may be unreliable or unsafe. Even though a winter house fire may seem like a scenario where “it 

couldn’t happen to you,” it’s critical to always be prepared. Heating is the second leading cause of home fires after 

cooking. Most home heating fires occur in the early evening hours between 5 and 9 p.m. While most home heating fires 

are confined to chimneys, flues or fuel burners, many happened because the heat source (like a space heater or fire 

place) was too close to things that can burn. Now is the time to put a freeze on winter fires. Even though a furnace is the 

heating source most used there are many families that heat with wood or pellets. Someone will clean and put the ashes 

in an ash bucket and after a couple of days think they are out. Not so! They can stay hot for a long time. And don’t even 

think about putting the ashes in a plastic bucket or pail. We have seen the plastic melt from the heat and start a fire on 

the deck, for example. Over the years there have been many fires that have destroyed a deck, garage, or even house be-

cause the homeowner thought his or her “cold” ashes wouldn’t start another fire. So, let’s review. Treat all ashes as hot. 

Store the ash bucket (with ashes) in a well ventilated location as ashes may contain live coals (embers) from which car-

bon monoxide emits. Do not place an ash bucket (with ashes) next to anything combustible. Place a lid over the ash 

bucket to reduce the possibility of oxygen reaching a live ember or smoldering ashes in the ash bucket. Think before 

disposing!  

You also should be aware of Carbon Monoxide poisoning. Often called the invisible killer, carbon monoxide (CO) is an 

odorless, colorless gas created when fuels such as gasoline, wood, coal, propane, etc. do not burn completely. Carbon 

monoxide incidents are more common during the winter months, and in residential properties. Portable generators are 

useful during power outages however, many homeowners are unaware that the improper use of portable generators can 

be risky. The most common dangers associated with portable generators are carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning, electrical 

shock or electrocution, and fire hazards. And don’t let a car idle in the garage so it is warm when you get in to leave. CO 

in the garage can permeate into the house and cause all kinds of problems – like death.  

Time to talk about burn permits. Burn permits are required except when the ground is covered with snow. “Ground 

Covered with Snow” means the area within a 100 ft radius from the fire edge is covered with snow. We still need to 

know when you want to burn, so please contact one of the Fire Wardens when you are burning. This also helps us when 

someone reports seeing a fire and we already know what’s going on. Seasonal Burn Permits expired 12/31/21. It is time 

to contact us to get a new 2022 Seasonal Burn Permits for your small controlled fire, such as a camp or cooking fire, no 

greater than 4’ in diameter contained within a ring of fire resistive material or in a portable fireplace.  

Raffle Winners for the month: 
$40.00 – Roger Tyler 

$20.00 - Dianne Connolly 
$10.00 – Edward Gaylor, Chris Kessler, Kay Sherman 

Hancock Fire & Rescue 
Tom Bates, Chief, Hancock Fire Department 
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Report from the Capital Improvements Program (CIP) Committee 
By Tom Shevenell, Chair 

In November I reviewed the process the CIP Committee uses to 
develop the Capital Improvements Program.  This month I will 
focus on: What is a capital asset? How many capital assets does 
the Town have that are included in the CIP process?  As taxpay-
ers it is important to understand our assets and the committee 
wants to provide everyone with an understanding of these items 
and their costs.  

What is a Capital Asset? Capital assets are specific items of 

property, or improvements, having a useful life of more than 

one year and are of significant value. The Selectboard has im-

plemented a Capital Asset and Depreciation Policy defining 

capitalization thresholds and valuations; asset classes; useful 

lives; and depreciation. This document defines the scope of the 

CIP. 

To put this into everyday terms, we all own capital assets and 
make significant improvements to those assets, whether it is our 
homes, our vehicles, our snowblowers and lawn mowers, our 
heating systems, appliances, computer, cell phone, furniture, 
fixtures, etc., that we can’t live without in meeting our everyday 
needs.  These assets are part of our ‘net worth’, and we need to 
maintain and replace these assets over time.   

If we listed all the property we own, its replacement value and 
costs for major improvement, along with how long the asset 
will last until it needs replacement, we would have our own 
family Capital Improvement Plan. Well, the committee, in col-
laboration with the department heads, annually compiles such a 
plan for the Town’s capital assets.  

So, how many capital assets does the Town own?  And what is 
their value or replacement cost?  The current estimate of Town 
capital assets is $41.1 million and can be classified into the fol-
lowing categories: 

Land:  The Town owns 41 properties with a total valuation of 
$3,538,800.   

Land Improvements:  Twenty-nine land improvements 
(enhancements for public use), such as sports fields and 
courts, parking lots, sidewalks, docks and floats, etc., have 
an estimated replacement cost of $571,740. 

Buildings & Building Improvements:  The town owns 13 
buildings. The estimated replacement cost for the Town’s 
buildings with associated improvements totals $7,231,723. 

Machinery, Equipment, Vehicles, Furniture & Fixtures: 
This category contains 64 items with a total replacement 
cost estimated to be $4,454,202. 

Infrastructure:  Infrastructure includes paved road improve-
ments, bridges, and water distribution systems.   

Capital improvements necessary for the 25 miles of paved 
roads are estimated to be $2,133,691.  

 The current estimate to replace the 10 existing bridges on 
Town roads is $10,855,390 (including $8,000,000 to 
replace the Windy Row bridge).   

The estimated replacement cost for the municipal water 
distribution system (including over 6 miles of water 
mains) is $12,350,000. 

Thank you for reading this far!  My purpose for presenting a lot 
of numbers is to demonstrate the scale of complexity when it 
comes to managing the town’s assets with the goal of maintain-
ing expected Town services while holding the tax rate as low as 
possible.  The process cannot be successful without the hard 
work of our department heads, tough questioning by the Select-
board, and sound advice from the Budget Advisory Committee 
and the CIP Committee.   

Next month, we will look at the tax rate impact on the capital 
needs and infrastructure improvements for 2022 and how this 
impact will look over the following 5 years (2023 thru 2027).  
This longer-term planning is needed to better manage CIP im-
pact on the Town’s tax rate.   

If you really want to get into the weeds or are looking for sleep-
ing material, we presented the CIP report to the Selectboard and 
the Budget Advisory Committee on December 13th, and this 
report can be found on the Town’s website at https://
www.hancocknh.org/capital-improvements-program-
committee/pages/annual-updates. Again, community input 
throughout this process is always helpful and encouraged.  I can 
be reached at tcshevenell@gmail.com. 

https://www.hancocknh.org/capital-improvements-program-committee/pages/annual-updates
https://www.hancocknh.org/capital-improvements-program-committee/pages/annual-updates
https://www.hancocknh.org/capital-improvements-program-committee/pages/annual-updates
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Hancock Historical Society  

Annual Meeting January 22nd 
 
Please join us on Saturday, January 22nd for a fascinating presentation by local  
historian   Ellena Weston Zimmerman. She will be speaking about the Founding of 
Hancock and its Connection with John Hancock. Her presentation includes new 
research about Mr. Hancock’s true relationship with the town. 
 
This presentation is part of the Hancock Historical Society’s annual meeting. The 
business portion of the meeting is limited to members; everyone is welcome to    

attend Ellena’s presentation, which will begin at approximately 2:45. 
 
Both the meeting and presentation will be held in the Society’s Eaton Room. For the health and safety of our 
members and patrons, we ask everyone to consider wearing a mask if unvaccinated. 
 
If you would prefer to attend this event via Zoom, please email the Historical Society at                                                
history@hancockhistoricalsociety.org, with the subject line ‘Annual Meeting.’ 
As always, please visit us on Facebook for the latest details on all our upcoming events. 

Hancock Happenings Ice Out Article for January 2022 

Warner & Spinale Working 

Dick Warner, Sexton , and Marc Spinale,  Technical Wizard, are busy at work refitting the Ice Out Church.  The 2022 

Ice Out Committee plans to set up the system in January as soon as the ice is ready. 

The Norway Pond contest is an annual event that marks its tenth year this season.  Entry tickets may be purchased at 

Fiddleheads and the Hancock Market or from committee members or members of the Hancock Congregational Church. 

Each entry ticket enables one prediction of the exact day, hour, and minute the ice will go out in the spring.  One ticket 

for $2.00;  three tickets for $5.00.  All predictions must be submitted to Ice Out Central by 5:00 PM on March 15, 2022.  

The winner will be the prediction that comes closest to the actual minute the Warner-Spinale system records the actual 

time the ice out goes out – in past years sometime between mid March and mid April. 

Half the proceeds support the Maintenance Fund for the Meeting House and the   

Vestry (Two of our most commonly used buildings) and half goes to the winner of 

the contest.  Much, much more about the Norway Pond Ice Out Contest may be 

found online at http://iceout.us . 

Good Luck. 

Ice Out Committee for 2022 

NEW IN TOWN? 

If you are a new homeowner since May of 2021 and have not been contacted 
by a Hancock Woman's Club Welcome Committee member, please provide 
your contact information to Marcia Schwartz at 603.525.3312 so we can set 
up a visit to deliver your Welcome Box.  

mailto:history@hancockhistoricalsociety.org
http://iceout.us/
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Thank you to the Communities to Help Support Operation Santa 

Grand Monadnock Rotary Club has finished up its gift distribution to over 220 children in the area.  Each child      

received gifts and clothing.  The following agencies and schools participated by sending out applications for gifts to 

families in need: Crotched Mountain, Dublin Consolidated School, Francestown Elementary, Greenfield Elementary, 

Town of Greenfield, Hancock Elementary, Peterborough Elementary, South Meadow School, Southern New Hamp-

shire Services, The River Center, Town of Bennington, Town of Peterborough, Temple School, Healthy Starts,      

Monadnock Family Services and Maps Counseling Services.  

Employees and members from the following companies and organizations participated by buying gifts.  We whole 

heartily thank: NHBB, RiverMead, Monadnock Community Hospital, Data-Axle, ConVal High School, SAU 1,  

Manhattan East, Millipore, Yankee, SoClean, Delay’s Greenfield, Microspec, Scott-Farrar, Peterborough Library, The 

Villages, Peoples Bank and Beepa and Lulu’s. 

This year marked the 35th year Rotary lead this effort.  If your organization is interested in participating in this effort. 

Please let us know.  The Grand Monadnock Rotary is focused on local as well as international service.  If you are in-

terested in being part of this, go to our web site: www. GrandMonadnockRotary.org.  We are interested in hearing 

from you about your interest in the community and how to be involved in the important work that Rotary does.  

Submitted by Pegg Monahan, member of Grand Monadnock Rotary Club 

Collecting financial donations for Afghan evacuees 

The Hancock Congregational Church is gathering donations for Afghan evacuees being settled in New Hampshire. 

The International Institute of New England (IINE), and Ascentria are the two agencies working on resettling Afghans 

in New Hampshire. IINE is expecting 75 evacuees, and Ascentira is expecting 100. These evacuees are arriving with 

almost no possessions after fleeing from their homes. 

At this time, the agencies can not accept physical donations. But they do welcome gift cards for Walmart or Market 

Basket, so the clients can meet their grocery and home needs. They would also be grateful for financial donations that 

would be used to replenish emergency funds and to help with rental and other costs for the refugees. 

You can send donations to the Hancock Congregational Church, Box 98, Hancock NH 03449 or directly to the     

agencies at: Ascentria Services for New Americans, 261 Sheep Davis Road, Suite A-1, Concord, NH 03301 or      

International Institute of New England, ATTN: Development Office, 2 Boylston St, 3rd Floor, Boston, MA 02116. 

You could also purchase Walmart or Market Basket gift cards and mail them to either agency.  

Please contact Kathy Anderson at 603 525-4909 if you have any questions. 
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                                                                                                            Worship Night - Friday, January 7th.   
Pizza is served at 6:45pm. Worship music begins at 7-8:30pm 
Worship Night happens every first Friday of the month. 
 
Exercise Class - Monday, Wednesday & Friday @ 10am  

Women’s Bible Study - Wednesday 4:30pm–6pm & 6:30pm–8pm   

Bible Study – Thursday 6pm – 8pm (Postponed during Holidays) 

Next Gen Young Adults Bible Study – Thursday Evenings 7-8:30pm  
  Ages 18-29. Meeting @ 15 Stoneyard Drive, Milford, NH  
  Contact Justin at 603-801-1336 or 
  Carolyn at 603-508-8258 or email: carolyndoherty17@gmail.com   for more information 

Men’s Breakfast beginning Saturday January 8th 2022 @ 7:30am–9am  
  This event will be held every 2nd Saturday of every month.  
  Contact Rick Furze @ 603-532-6009 for more information 

Men’s Bible Study - Saturday 8-9am (will be combined with men’s breakfast on 1/8/22) 

Intercessory Prayer - Saturday 6-7pm  
  
Sunday Service 10AM. Doors open at 9:30am.  
 
JOIN US, in person or on Facebook Live @ Renew Church – Hancock (Must use hyphen. Look for our logo on 
the page) 
For more information call 603-525-8151 or visit our website at www.renewhancock.com   

NEW YEAR GREETINGS from the CEMETERY TRUSTEES and SEXTON 

We have just completed the purchase of several online ICLOUD products from CemSites which will allow us to move 
from handwritten paper records to secure digital data collection with broad application to cemetery needs and goals. 
We extend our appreciation to a generous donor who helped make this possible.  Trustee Allison Kerwin and Sexton 
Tyler Howe will be our lead partners with Jessica Augustine, Client Advocate for CemSites.  It will be some time    
before we are up and running smoothly, but it is a big step in the right direction.  We will keep you posted on our     
progress.  Happy New Year to all! 

mailto:carolyndoherty17@gmail.com
http://www.renewhancock.com
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Hancock Town Library Events 
Amy Markus, Hancock Library Director 

http://hancocktownlibrarynh.wordpress.com 
Mondays and Wednesdays 2:00 to 6:00pm 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 10:00am to 7:00pm 
Saturdays 10:00am to 4:00pm 

We’ll start the year out right with a program on Sparking 
Joy and shortly after, on January 8th, the NH Vaccine 
Van will be here to offer your first, second, or booster 
shots of Pfizer, Moderna, or J&J. Free and open to anyone 
ages 5 and up. No appointment – just walk in! 

Congratulations to Dan Harper who won our Candy Jar 
Guessing Game! There were 193 candies in the jar and 
Dan came in at 183. Sweets for the sweet! 

With COVID cases rising we’ll go back to entryway pick 
up again so that if you’d rather not enter the building you 
won’t have to. Remember that you can reserve books 
from the comfort of your own home by using our catalog: 
https://hancock.biblionix.com/catalog/ Call us at 525-
4411 to find out how to login using your library card 
number. 

Here’s what’s coming up in January… 

Wednesday January 5th – Friday 7th Spark Joy Vir-
tual Program  
Thursday January 6th from 5:00-5:20pm Live Q&A 
Spark Joy with Shannon Huneycutt 
Start the new year by clearing out! Join us for a free virtu-
al program on de-cluttering your life. Shannon Huneycutt 
is a certified KonMari Method teacher who will show you 
how you can achieve your tidying up goals! Watch her 
webinar anytime starting January 5th at 7:00am until Jan-
uary 7th at 7:00am. There will be a live Q&A session on 
January 6th from 5:00pm – 5:20pm. The KonMari Meth-
od was created by tidying expert Marie Kondo, author of 
The Life-Changing Magic of Tidying Up, and star of the 
popular Netflix series, Tidying up with Marie Kondo. This 
style of tidying focuses on decluttering and organizing 
your space by keeping only those items you love.             
For access please register by emailing us at hancockli-
brary@comcast.net by end of day January 4th. We’ll send 
you the link for the program as well as the live Q&A ses-
sion on January 6th. Please put TIDY UP in the subject 
line! 

Saturday January 8th from 10am-4pm 
State of New Hampshire Vaccine Van at the Hancock 
Town Library 
Library Closed for Browsing 
The library will be closed for browsing on January 8th 
because the Vaccine Van will be using our space for a 
vaccine clinic. No appointment necessary, walk-ins wel-
come! They will serve anyone 5 years of age and up, of-
fering the Pfizer, Moderna, and J&J vaccines. They can 
provide your first, second, or booster doses – whatever 
you need. Please wear a short-sleeved shirt under your 

winter gear, bring your vaccination card if getting a sec-
ond shot or booster, and consider wearing a surgical mask 
as they’re more effective than cloth masks. Vaccines are 
completely free.  Please be patient as we have no idea 
how many folks will show up! 

January 11th 5:30-7:00pm Free-Form-Français 
Bonne et heureuse année!  
Free-From-Français returns via virtual Zoom conversation 
on January 11, 2022 at 5:30.  
All levels are welcome and if you would like to join us, 
please contact Hélène Laliberté Bickford at 603-525-4250 
or hlbickford@gmail.com for the link.  

Thursday January 20th at 7:00pm via Zoom 
Apple Diversity: Preserving and Increasing Our Bo-
tanical and Cultural Heritage  
There are more than 16,000 named apple varieties in 
North America – many of them extant, but many others 
considered extinct. Why is the domestic apple so incredi-
bly diverse in its shape, flavor, and uses? And what can 
we, as growers, cider makers, and consumers, do to help 
carry on this common legacy? Join Ben Watson, author of 
Cider, hard and Sweet and biodiversity advocate for Slow 
Food International, as we talk about the origins and genet-
ics of the modern apple, how it spread throughout North 
America, and how it is at risk today due to many factors: 
disease and pest pressure, loss of orchard lands, and cor-
porate food systems that offer us little choice in the mar-
ket. We’ll discuss how each of us can help promote great 
apples and preserve regional and cultural identity. Benja-
min Watson was a longtime senior editor for Chelsea 
Green and other publishers. Watson specializes in books 
on sustainable agriculture, ecological gardening, and tra-
ditional foods and food culture. Watson consults on herit-
age orchard and biodiversity projects around the country. 
He speaks frequently to audiences on the history and bio-
logical diversity of apples and the re-emerging national 
and world cider culture. Email the library at hancockli-
brary@comcast.net by end of day   January 19th for the 
Zoom link. Please put APPLES in the subject line.                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                            

                                                                    —–——-—-continued to page 8 

https://hancock.biblionix.com/catalog/
mailto:hancocklibrary@comcast.net
mailto:hancocklibrary@comcast.net
mailto:hlbickford@gmail.com
mailto:hancocklibrary@comcast.net
mailto:hancocklibrary@comcast.net
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Saturday January 29th at 1:00pm via Zoom 
Zoom Cooking! 
Get Cracking with Jarvis & Marcia Coffin 
Breakfast at the Hancock Inn has received more favorable 
notices than any other aspect of the guest experience with 
the possible exception of Potter the Golden Retriever. What 
accounts for these tributes? The answer? The incredible, 
edible egg. Join us as we unscramble the secret to great egg 
cookery with Hancock Inn owners, Jarvis and Marcia Cof-
fin. Email us at hancocklibrary@comcast.net by January 
28th for the Zoom link. Please put EGGS in the subject 
line! 
 
From the Children’s Room 
Deb Thompson, Children’s Librarian 
Happy 2022!  We hope your holidays were healthy and full 
of good cheer! Thanks to all who participated in spying the 
hidden snowflakes and elf-on-the shelf…enjoy your prizes!  
And congratulations to Dan Harper who won the candy jar 
with the closest guess at 183.  (The actual number was 193. 
How close was your guess??) 
 
We are still limiting indoor gatherings, but we’ll resume 
group activities (such as Lego Club and Crafternoon) as 
soon as it feels safe to do so. In the meantime, we hope 
you’ll join us for the following: 

Every Thursday, 10:30am-11:00am  Family Storytime/
Sing-Along 
Enjoy a fun Storytime every Thursday from 10:30am-
11:00am. We’ll read books, sing a few songs, and chat with 
a few puppets! We’ll also welcome guest readers, musi-
cians, and even a therapy dog from time to time! Please 
note that masks are required for everyone 3 years of age 
and older.   

Thursday January 13th, 10:30am-11:30am and Monday 
January 24th, 3:30pm-4:30 pm Read with Coffee  
Coffee, a registered reading therapy dog, loves having chil-
dren read to him!  Be sure to stop by the library the second 
Thursday of the month (10:30-11:30 during Storytime) and 
the fourth Monday (3:30-4:30) to practice your reading 
with Coffee the Chihuahua! 

Craft/Activity Kits To-Go 
Stop in and pick up a “Take & Make” craft and activity kit 
to enjoy at home! It may include a seasonal craft, word 
game or puzzle, coloring pages, kid friendly recipes, and 
perhaps a scavenger hunt.  You never know what you’ll 
find! Come check out the selection for this month. No reg-
istration required; first come, first served. 

Now that winter is officially here, be sure to come pick up 
some good books for those long cold evenings! We’re here 
to help if you need suggestions! 

mailto:hancocklibrary@comcast.net
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From the Dump Committee 
Recycling in the Town of Hancock is Mandatory 

 New Dump Sticker required Jan 1st. Get your new stickers at the Town Office  

Recycling Center Hours:  Wednesdays: 3pm-7pm & Saturdays: 8am-5pm 

Swap Shop Hours: CLOSED FOR THE SEASON 

THE TRANSFER STATION WILL CLOSE NEW YEAR’S DAY 

There will be extended hours for your convenience (1-7pm) on Wednesday December 29th. 

Please slow down, use caution and courtesy when navigating the Transfer Station 

USED MOTOR OIL  Please donate to the Transfer Station. It is heated solely with this oil! 

DEMOLITION DUMPSTER, TIRES & ELECTRONICS   Stop and pay first before all disposals. 

See Town website for up-to-date recycling regulations and procedures. Changes may be posted on signboard at the 

compactor and in Hancock Happenings. Ask attendants – all questions are welcomed! 

Swap Shop and Salvation Army  

The Swap Shop is closed for the season. It will reopen, hopefully in late spring.  

PLEASE do not leave anything outside. Anything left will be ruined by winter weather and thus be useless. 

Please continue to use the Salvation Army bin. All donations must be bagged – clean, gently used clothing and shoes 

only. If the bin is full, try again another day. Don’t leave anything on the ground. 

Thank you for your patience and cooperation. Let’s all hope for a healthy, happy and productive New Year. 

News from the First Congregational Church 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here 

We are a community that strives to understand, model, and follow the teachings of Jesus, to notice a need, and to 

love one another. 

Our Sanctuary is open to all willing to wear masks and follow our COVID guidelines. 

We worship in person and maintain an online platform. 

You are welcome to worship with us, Sundays at 9:45 am 

           ●    Find our weekly message on the church's YouTube Channel, Hancock Congregational Church. There are               

               now 80+ weekly messages for you to enjoy and revisit. 

      ●   If you would like to receive our weekly e-newsletter to keep 

           up with events, send your preferred email 

           address.<hancockcongregationalchurch@gmail.com>. 

The Vestry is open for public use. 

       ●   Email inquiries to the Council 

            <hancockcongregationalchurch@gmail.com>. 

SAVE THE DATE and spread the word 

      ●   Sunday, Jan. 23, 2022: Church Community Conversation and 

           Annual Meeting. 9:45m in the Sanctuary 

                 ○ Discussion and vote on the Open and Affirming Covenant 

                 ○ Discussion and vote on the budget 

                 ○ Updates on buildings and maintenance 

Welcome Rev. David Felton 

Rev. David Felton will begin his ministry with us in late January 2022. His last call was as interim minister at the 

Jaffrey Center Church. Pastor Felton will focus on weekly sermons, pastoral care, and guiding the congregation and 

a search committee through the process of calling our next settled pastor. 

Email: <hancockcongregationalchurch@gmail.com> to get involved.  
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Support Hancock Happenings advertisers!  

They allow you to enjoy this newsletter at no cost to you! 
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To place an ad, email happenings@hancocknh.org  
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Another “Tale from Home”     

via Herb Gardner 

One of the very important citizens of a small New Hampshire town died. 
The village delegates decided that the best way to memorialize him would 
be to plant a ceremonial bush beside his grave and they formed a committee 
to determine what sort of plant would be best. They would need one that 
could withstand the harsh New England winters and also tolerate the dryness 
and blazing sun of the summers. After several weeks of study the committee 
settled on the perfect candidate: a Mountain Laurel, guaranteed to thrive 
with a minimum of care. One was duly planted at an elaborate ceremony 
honoring the deceased so they felt the mission had been accomplished. A 
week later, however one of the members discovered that the sacred bush had 
been cut down! Despite this vandalism, they procured another Mountain 
Laurel and quietly replaced the ceremonial plant. To their horror, two weeks 
later that bush was also cut down! An investigation revealed that it was none 
other than the caretaker of the cemetery that had committed these dastardly 
deeds! When questioned why he would do such a thing, he just said, “That 
there’s a WEED!”, which, of course was exactly what they had described in 
their search. 
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Art Exhibits at The Library 

Water 2021 
Images by Lawrence Bickford 

There is still time to catch the last exhibit of 2021. A   

collection of photos by Larry Bickford will be on display 

at the library until Jan. 12.  

Monadnock Faces and Places 

Photography by Steve Pope 

Jan. 16 - Feb. 16 

Starting off the new year of art exhibits at the library will 

be photographer Steve Pope, beginning Jan. 16. Steve’s 

photographs evoke a calming sense of familiarity with 

both location and expression. 

The exhibit will feature photographs of animals from the 

Monadnock region, including such venues as the Friendly 

Farm in Dublin, Farwell Farm 

in Harrisville, and the dirt 

roads of Hancock, where he 

lives. Locational scenes of the 

Monadnock area will also be 

part of the exhibit. 

Steve shared this background 

about his preference for black 

and white photography: I am 

old enough to remember when 

color photography was a novelty, while black and white 

comprised the majority of  

the genre. I shot and 

developed black and 

white film in my first 

camera, and was first 

taught photographic 

composition in black 

and white. I am simply 

most comfortable 

working in black and 

white.  

“In my opinion, black and white photography strips away 

the camouflage of color, and reveals the essence of the 

subject”. 

He has studied under artists such as Alain Briot, Christian 

Fletcher, John Paul Caponigro, Tony Sweet and many 

others. After years of photographing throughout Europe, 

North America, Asia, and Australia, Steve states that his 

heart is here in the Monadnock region. “It is from our 

scenes that I draw my inspiration, and present these tales 

in gratitude”. 

The exhibit can be viewed during regular library hours: 

Mon. and Wed., 2-6 pm; Tues. and Thur. 10 am-7 pm; 

and Sat. 10 am-4 pm. Call the library (603-525-4411)  

before your visit to ensure no special events are scheduled 

at that time. The library will follow Covid guidelines and 

restrictions that are current at the time of exhibits. 



 

- 14 -                                                                                     HANCOCK HAPPENINGS                                              January 2022 

 

 

JANUARY 8 CABARET: JESS HUTCHINS 
On Saturday, January 8, we’re pleased to present Jess 
Hutchins as our feature act! Jess is a singer-songwriter 
based in Southern New Hampshire. Her music is heavily 
influenced by blues, folk, and country. Based in hope, 
darkness, love, and heartbreak, her songs attempt to take 
the dark and painful moments of life and turn them into 
something beautiful and timeless. She recently joined  
forces with multi-instrumentalist Geoff Williams (from 
Echoes of Floyd and Wolfman Jack) and Bassist Mark 
Grover (also from Echoes of Floyd). 

For more information, and to listen to some of Jess's     
music, visit: 

• https://www.jesshutchinsmusic.com 
• https://www.facebook.com/jesshutchinsmusic 

 
PLEASE NOTE: The Cabaret is normally on the first    
Saturday of the month, but because January 1 is New 
Year’s Day, this year we’re moving the event to January 8. 
 
ABOUT THE VENUE 
The show begins at 7:30; doors open at 7:00 if you want to 
sign  up  to  play  at  one  of  several  open mic  spots. In 
addition to the music, visitors will enjoy snacks and drinks 
(BYOB!). 

Like us on Facebook and receive automatic notifications 
about upcoming shows: www.facebook.com/
hancockdepotcabaret 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
• February 5: Green Heron 
• March 5: Singer-Songwriter Circle 
 
ASSOCIATION MEETINGS 

Interested in joining the Hancock Depot Association? If 

you’d like to help out with planning, events, cleanup days, 

etc., feel free to join us! For information about our next 

meeting, give David Young a call at 603-525-3085 or send 

him a note via Facebook.  

RENT THE DEPOT! 

Have a baby shower, birthday party, or other significant 

event coming up? Consider hosting your event at the   

Hancock Depot! The venue is available for parties, meet-

ings, celebrations, concerts, and other special events. To 

learn more, call David Young at 603-525-3085 or Sean 

Sweeney at 603-381-1351.  

 

News from the Depot 

Friends of the Hancock Town Library 

We truly appreciate your continued support and gen-
erosity. Thank you! 
 
As members, you are invited to the Annual Meeting 
on Tuesday, January 4, 2022 at 6:00 in the Daniels 
Room. Come say “Farewell” and “Thanks!” to out-
going Board Members and Officers. We especially 
want to thank Deborah Shumway and Megan Dodge 
for their help and support. They will be missed. Say 
“Welcome” and “Good Luck” to incoming Board 
Members and Officers. Come hear what the Friends 
have done this year to support the Library, what the 
budget  will  be  next  year,  and  what  we  hope  to  
accomplish!  

 

YOUR membership supports the Library. Please feel 
welcome! 

https://www.jesshutchinsmusic.com/?fbclid=IwAR3EXWNyKjB0lGA6LnP43JCL6wOyGrIPQDdTgee3MaPVaHQkd3QD__gKfZ0
https://www.facebook.com/jesshutchinsmusic/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXblrxzv7rl4n966dzd47aZtGIhdn8geHlycH3UM09RIi0IUGyx6zaUyx0MYYO06HyBmrpUryP1hqwlaSMnl_t4BAiZgM-FK54pDZD2N7--aasteJmQo0vvEsqAUJlyZQk&__tn__=q
http://www.facebook.com/hancockdepotcabaret
http://www.facebook.com/hancockdepotcabaret
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Jan 8 (Sat)  Partridge Woods Exploration 
Join Kathy Schillemat and Ben Haubrich for a strenuous 6-
mile hike through the trails of Partridge Woods, with views 
of Nelson village, Mount Monadnock, and Nubanusit Lake. 
Come prepared with snowshoes or ice traction, or contact us 
in advance to borrow some from us. Bring water and lunch, 
and meet at 9:30 a.m. at the Partridge Woods parking 
lot off Brickyard Road in Nelson. Back by 2:30 p.m. 
Space is limited, and registration is required at harris-
center.org/events. For more information, contact Kathy at 
kschillemat@yahoo.com or Ben at bph03043@gmail.com. 

Jan 10 (Mon)  Winter Bird Feeding: Tips for Attracting 
Birds to Your Yard 
Join ecologist and avid birder Steven Lamonde for an hour-
long presentation on bird feeding best practices, with spe-
cial focus on the health and wellbeing of New Hampshire’s 
winter birds. From seed and suet selection to feeder place-
ment, find out how you can turn your backyard into a refuge 
for winter birds — and discover how you can contribute to 
community science projects such as FeederWatch and the 
Great Backyard Bird Count, just by watching your feeders. 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. via Zoom. Closed captioning will be 
available. To get the login details, please register at harris-
center.org/events. This event will be recorded. To ensure 
access to the recording, please register for this event, even if 
you cannot attend live. 

Jan 11 (Tue)  First Session of ESI Course: The Natural 
History of Deer and Moose in New Hampshire 
Tuesdays, January 11, 18 & 25 and February 1 
10 to 11 a.m. via Zoom 
$40 for Harris Center supporters / $60 for all others 
Join wildlife biologist Mark Ellingwood for a four-week 
course on deer and moose ecology in New Hampshire. 
Learn about the seasonal behavior, habitat use, and popula-
tion dynamics of these iconic ungulates, and how to identify 
deer and moose sign in your local woodlands. We’ll also 
discuss how these species are being impacted by both hu-
man land use practices and climate change, and how wild-
life management is adapting to those impacts. Registration 
is required at harriscenter.org/events. For more infor-
mation, contact Susie Spikol at spikol@harriscenter.org. 
Mark Ellingwood is a Certified Wildlife Biologist with 41 
years of professional wildlife experience, including deer 
research in New York and Connecticut. As the former Game 
Program Supervisor and recently retired Wildlife Division 
Chief for New Hampshire Fish and Game, Mark has been 
heavily involved with deer and moose research and man-
agement in New Hampshire for the past 27 years. 

Jan 12 (Wed)  First Session of ESI Course: SuperSanctu-
ary Butterfly Club 
Wednesdays, January 12, February 9, March 9, and 
April 13, with an optional field trip in May 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. via Zoom 

Materials Fee: $20 Financial assistance is available. For 
more information, please contact Susie Spikol. 
Are you interested in learning about butterflies and contrib-
uting to an important regional butterfly survey? If so, we 
hope you’ll consider becoming a founding member of the 
Harris Center’s new SuperSanctuary Butterfly Club, hosted 
by wildlife biologist Mark Ellingwood and taking its fledg-
ling flight this winter! Each month, through illustrated 
slideshows, group discussion, and the Kaufman Field Guide 
to Butterflies of North America, we’ll learn identifying fea-
tures as well as basic life history information for a dozen or 
so local butterfly species, with the goal of preparing for an 
in-person community butterfly survey in June or July of 
2022. No prior butterfly experience required. Co-sponsored 
with NH Fish and Game. Space is limited, and registration 
is required at harriscenter.org/events. For more infor-
mation, contact Susie Spikol at spikol@harriscenter.org or 
Brett Amy Thelen at thelen@harriscenter.org. 

Jan 13 (Thu)  Youth Program: LAB GIRLS: Think 
Wild & Choose Your Own Adventure 
Thurs, January 13, Life in the Cold: Could You Survive? 
Wednesday, February 2, Salamander Brigades: How to 
Be a Community Scientist 
Wednesday, March 23, Wild and Artistic: How to Draw 
on Your Interest in Wildlife 
5 to 6 p.m. via Zoom  
For all girls+ in Grades 5 through 12 Free of charge 
Hear from three different women about their adventures 
with wild places and wild animals. Find out what it’s like to 
be an Antarctic researcher, a salamander guardian, and a 
wildlife artist who swims with whales and follows bears! 
Sign up for all three, or come to just the ones that interest 
you the most. Get inspired about the future and what you 
can do! LAB GIRLS is offered free of charge, thanks to the 
generous support of the New Hampshire Women’s Founda-
tion, the Bessie Foundation, the People’s United Communi-
ty Foundation, and individual donors. Space is limited, and 
registration is required. For more info or to register, con-
tact Susie Spikol at spikol@harriscenter.org. 

Jan 22 (Sat)  Winter Tree Identification Walk 
Join Mike Gagnon and Matt Tarr of UNH Extension for a 
relaxed winter tree ID walk. We’ll fo-
cus on branching, buds, and bark while 
the leaves are off the trees — and dis-
cuss the trees we encounter from both 
an ecological and economic perspec-
tive. Bring snowshoes or ice traction, 
or contact us in advance to borrow 
some from us. 10 a.m. to noon at the 
Harris Center. Space is limited, and 
registration is required at harriscenter.org/events. For more 
info, contact Mike at Michael.Gagnon@unh.edu. Co-
sponsored with UNH Cooperative Extension. 

© David Joyce  

http://harriscenter.org/events
http://harriscenter.org/events
mailto:kschillemat@yahoo.com
mailto:bph03043@gmail.com
http://harriscenter.org/events
http://harriscenter.org/events
http://harriscenter.org/events
mailto:spikol@harriscenter.org
http://harriscenter.org/events
mailto:spikol@harriscenter.org
mailto:thelen@harriscenter.org
mailto:spikol@harriscenter.org
http://harriscenter.org/events
mailto:Michael.Gagnon@unh.edu
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Melissa Gallagher, Executive Director 
4 Aiken Street, PO Box 637, Antrim 603-588-2620 

www.grapevinenh.org 

To our friends and supporters, 

A very special thank you to all who responded to our 2021 

Annual Appeal letter with your donation!  The Grapevine 

exists because of the generosity of donors and volunteers 

who give of their time, talent and resources.  Thank you so 

much! 

Upcoming Winter Programs – please call us at 588.2620 

or email info@grapevinenh.org to register or more info! 

Dads Group by the Campfire – Tuesday January 4th 
at 7:00 pm at Grapevine. Pizza provided! Bring a 
chair and your own beverage and join other dads 
for conversation around the campfire. 

Dads Group via Zoom – Tuesday, January 18th at 
8:30 pm – Join us online for easy, relaxed conver-
sation with other dads. 

SnowFamilies Playday – Saturday February 5th 
from 10 a.m to noon. Join us for a fun outdoor 
based morning   of snow play & activities for the 
whole family.  Then head next door to the Tuttle 
library for their chili cookoff!  

 
Beginning January 24th: Free Tax Preparation with 
Larry Schwartz of PCH Financial 
IRS-certified tax preparer Larry Schwartz is providing free 

tax preparation at The Grapevine on Monday afternoons by 

appointment from January 24th - April 11th.   All returns 

will be filed electronically.  Call The Grapevine now to   

schedule your appointment - slots fill quickly! 

At Our Avenue A Teen Center 
Ceramics at Rosewald Farm Studio:  Monday, Janu-

ary 10th & 24th | 3:45-5:30PM | Grades 8-12: Join 
us for open ceramic studio time with our volun-
teer, Marcy! We meet at Ave A at 3:45pm, carpool 
to the Rosewald Farm Studio in Hillsborough, and 
return at 5:30pm. Masks required.  

Manga Art: Tues | 4-5:30 PM | Grades 7-12 | Starting 
1/11: Manga, Anime, & comic art enthusiasts 
unite! Practice your skills & show off your work. 
Led by Shayna, our Manga expert. Meets @ Ave-
nue A! 

Creative Writing: Tues | Grades 9-12 | 6-7:30 PM | 
Starting 1/4: An evening of writing & feed-
back...Open to poets, lyricists, fiction writers, & 
people who write on napkins. Facilitated by Adam 
Arnone! Meets virtually and in-person on alternat-
ing weeks.  

Avenue A Club: Wed | 2:30-4:10 pm | Grades 5-8 |  

Woodworking/Carpentry Crew: Thurs | 3-5 pm | 
Grades 8-12 | Starting 1/14: Learn new skills & 
help build things for Avenue A & our community. 
Meets outdoors @ The Grapevine Toolshed, 4 Ai-
ken St, Antrim and inside at Avenue A.  

 
Virtual Baking Society: Thurs | 7-8:30pm |Grades 7-

12 |Starting 1/6: We'll follow the same recipe and 
bake delicious treats together via video call (all 
from our own kitchens). If you love eating cookies, 
watching baking related reality TV, or chatting 
with people while they're in the kitchen, this pro-
gram is for you! Jacqueline will send out ingredi-
ent lists ahead of our meetings. If you need help 
getting ingredients, let her know!  

Friday Night Open Hours: Friday | 6:30-9pm | Ages 
13-18 | Starting 1/14: Come play pool, foosball, or 
ping pong. Unwind & spend time with others in 
our teen center space. Meets @ Avenue A. 

All of our programs are free! Registration is required. 

Please email avenuea@grapevinenh.org to register! 

 

Starting 1/12: After-school fun, games, & activities! 
We meet indoors at Avenue A! 

Wednesday Night Open Hours: Wed | 6:30-
8:30pm | Ages 13-18 | Starting 1/19: Come play 
pool, foosball, or ping pong. Unwind & spend 
time with others in our teen center space. Meets 
@ Avenue A. 

mailto:info@grapevinenh.org
mailto:avenuea@grapevinenh.org
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Telecommunications Committee: 6 FAQs  
by Mollie Miller, Hancock Telecommunications Committee (chair) 

What kind of internet service does Hancock currently have?   
67% of Hancock residences are able to subscribe to Comcast for their internet. Most, but not all, of these households 

are getting download and upload speeds currently acceptable for a family of four, assuming moderate internet us-
age.  Significantly higher internet speeds are anticipated to be needed in the near future.  

33% of Hancock households fits the FCC definition of “unserved,” meaning the access those households have to the 
internet is so substandard that those citizens cannot adequately function in modern society. 

 
What’s wrong with the internet service Hancock already has?  

Putting aside the fact that one out of every three Hancock residences has frustratingly low or non-existent internet 
speeds, Comcast customers are getting their internet through forty year old technology called copper co-axial ca-
ble.  The disadvantages of this technology compared to newer technologies:  

The download speeds are slower, the upload speeds are much slower, and there is no room for exponential 
growth of either. 

Significant data loss over extended distances. 
The copper wires are degrading and many companies have stopped repairing them. 

Only four residences in town have access to the current industry standard, which is fiber optic cable. Fiber optic ca-
ble has many advantages over the old technology: 

Much faster download and upload speeds with the ability to dramatically increase the speeds over the coming 
years as needs increase.   

It can transmit over much longer distances without declining in quality. 
Improved latency (the time it takes for data to be transferred between its original source and its destination)  
The wires are thinner, lighter, and less susceptible to damage and degradation.  
The security is better.   
It costs more to install but the monthly cost to the consumer is about the same as Comcast. 

 
What nearby towns already have already installed or about to install universal fiber optic cable? 

Nearly all of them: Harrisville, Dublin, Peterborough, Temple, Jaffrey, Greenfield, Antrim, Marlborough, 75% of 
Nelson, plus many more towns in the wider Monadnock area. 

This puts Hancock at a real disadvantage in terms of real estate values, attracting younger residents or those who 
work remotely, run businesses from home, or those who take classes or want to access health services online. 

 
Why doesn’t Hancock already have universal fiber optic?  

It’s not for lack of trying.  An earlier iteration of the Telecommunications Committee worked  for years trying to 
bring reliable, high speed internet to Hancock.  The main reason they didn’t succeed is that we don’t have a high 
enough percentage of unserved households to attract internet service providers. 

What’s changed now?  Lots of federal money has recently been allocated and is being given to states to bring high 
speed internet to unserved areas, especially in rural America.  

 
Is there a plan to get universal reliable, high speed internet to every Hancock household? 

Yes.  We have already applied for and are waiting to hear back from a grant application to the National Telecommu-
nications and Information Administration  (NTIA)  to build out Hancock and Francestown with fiber optic cable.  
In 2022 we will be applying for more grants in partnership with one of the internet service providers with whom 
we are negotiating.  

In 2022 we will be having open information sessions where you can get more specific information and have your 
questions answered.  Please come! 
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NH State Parks 

The New Hampshire Division of Parks and Recreation is one of five divisions of the Department of Natural and 
Cultural Resources. The other divisions include: 

Forests and Lands 

State Library 

Historical Resources 

State Council on the Arts 

The Division of Parks and Recreation is comprised of management components that make up the Division's mission in 
the state. The Division manages 93 properties' campgrounds, beaches, natural areas, waysides, historic sites and recrea-
tional trails. 
 
The Division is comprised of the following management areas: 

• Bureau of Park Operations - includes management, operation and maintenance of state parks, campgrounds, way-
sides, and natural areas.    

• Bureau of Trails -  includes management of motorized trails for snowmobiling and ATV use, as well as, non-
motorized trails for hiking, biking, cross country skiing, sled dog mushing, and equestrian use.  

• Bureau of Historic Sites - is responsible for the care, maintenance and administration of the State Historic Sites as 
well as the historic resources under stewardship of the Department of Resources and Economic Development. 

• Cannon Mountain - New Hampshire's only state-owned and operated ski area in beautiful Franconia Notch State 
Park. 

The Division's main office is located in Concord. 

10 Things to Know about the State of New Hampshire: 
1. Not only is New Hampshire's state House the biggest legislative body in the country with 400 members, its capitol 
is the oldest in which members still meet in the original chambers. 

2. It's commonly known as the Granite State for its extensive granite formations and quarries, but also has three other 
nicknames: Mother of River, the White Mountain State and Switzerland of America. 

3. New Hampshire is home to the nation's first wind farm, consisting of 20 wind turbines rated at 30 kilowatts each, on 
the shoulder of Crotched Mountain in southern New Hampshire. It was constructed in December 1980. 

4. New Hampshire's Mount Washington is the highest peak the Northeastern United States at 6,288.2 feet and the most 
topographically prominent mountain east of the Mississippi River. The Mount Washington Cog Railway is the world's 
first mountain-climbing cog railway. 

5. New Hampshire has the shortest ocean coastline (18 miles) of any U.S. state. 

6. By dictate of its state constitution, New Hampshire holds the first presidential primary of the season. A common 
motto was "Always First, Always Right" until 1992, when for the first time the nation elected a president, Bill Clinton, 
who had not won the New Hampshire primary. 

7. New Hampshire was home to more firsts: the world's first free, tax-supported library, in Peterborough, in 1833; the 
first state to declare its independence from England in 1775; the first alarm clock, invented in Concord in 1787; and 
the nation's first women's strike, at the Dover Cotton Factory in 1828. 

8. The first American in space, Alan Shepard, was born in Derry, New Hampshire. His historic flight was made in 
1961. In 1986, Concord, New Hampshire, teacher Christa McAuliffe became the first private citizen to do space     
travel. She died in the Challenger space shuttle accident. 

9. Each year, the New Hampshire maple industry produces close to 90,000 gallons of maple syrup. It takes about 40 
gallons of sap to make one gallon of pure maple syrup. 

10. The Old Man in the Mountain, a natural rock formation that looked like a man's profile, collapsed in 2003. But 
instead of a man-made remake (which would have undermined the naturalness of the original), New Hampshire has 
memorialized him with the Old Man in the Mountain Profiler Plaza. 

https://www.dncr.nh.gov/
https://www.dncr.nh.gov/
https://www.nh.gov/nhdfl/index.htm
https://www.nh.gov/nhsl/
https://www.nh.gov/nhdhr/
https://www.nh.gov/nharts/
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/new-hampshire
https://www.governing.com/topics/mgmt/Rightsizing-Legislature.html
https://www.nh.gov/almanac/fast-facts.htm
https://www.nh.gov/almanac/fast-facts.htm
https://www.umass.edu/windenergy/about/history/alumni
http://justfunfacts.com/interesting-facts-about-new-hampshire/
https://www.nhpr.org/post/decades-new-hampshire-was-always-right-well-always-first#stream/0
https://newengland.com/today/travel/new-hampshire/white-mountains/old-man-of-the-mountain-memorial/
https://newengland.com/today/travel/new-hampshire/white-mountains/old-man-of-the-mountain-memorial/
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Hancock Happenings  

Mission Statement 

Hancock Happenings is the monthly newsletter of the Town of Hancock, established in 1999 for the purpose of 

publishing news articles by Town Departments and local organizations.  The publication is self-supported through 

the sale of block  and classified ads. Hancock Happenings is not a forum for opinion pieces of any nature, political 

advertising and political columns; any such submissions will be edited or  rejected. 

Hancock Hours and Meetings 
Please review your listings 

and correct as needed by emailing  
happenings@hancocknh.org 

Tax Collector - NEW DAY and TIME: Tuesday 9:30am to 4:00pm   

Town Clerk – Monday 5:00 to 8:00pm 
                         Wednesday  3:00 to 6:00pm 
                         Closed on Federal Holidays 

Town Dump and Demolition Hours – Wednesday 3:00 to 7:00pm; Saturday 8:00am to 5:00pm 

Selectboard – First three Mondays at 3:00pm; Fourth Monday at 6:00pm, Barbara E Caverly Meeting Room 

Planning Board   
On the 1st Wednesday of every month at 7:00pm:  may  hold working sessions for planning  purposes  

On the 3rd Wednesday of every month at 7:00pm: meets to process subdivisions, site plans and other applications    

         which may legally come before the Board.  Appointments can be made by calling the Town Office at 525.4441.            
            Applications  must be received prior to the end of the preceding month to be included in the schedule and satisfy         
                 notification requirements. Barbara E Caverly Meeting  

Zoning Board –2nd and 4th Wednesdays as needed at 7:00pm, meetings will be noticed; Barbara E Caverly Meeting  

Advisory Committee – as noticed, Town Office 

Conservation Commission – 2nd Tuesday at 7:00pm, Barbara E Caverly Meeting Room (Currently via Zoom) 

Historic District Commission – 4th Tuesday at 7:00pm, Barbara E Caverly Meeting Room 

Hancock Library Trustees – 4th Tuesday at 5:00pm in the Daniels Room 

Recreation Committee – as noticed 

Town Archives Committee – as noticed,  Town Office Archives Room 

Water Commissioners – 4th Wednesday at 4:30pm, Town Office Main Floor 

Trustees of Trust Funds – as needed, Town Office 

Cemetery Trustees – 1st Wednesday of the month, 10:00am, Town Office 

Common Commission – every other 3rd Thursday of the month at 7:00pm, Town Office Main Floor 

School Board – 1st & 3rd Tuesday, Board Room 

Dump Committee—as needed 

Publishing Information 
Editor and Publisher: Jaime Donovan 

Submit articles to Editor at happenings@hancocknh.org  and for information and rates.  

Deadline for submissions, advertising and payment for  advertising: 5pm on the 22nd of each month.  Checks should be 
payable to Town of Hancock (memo line “Hancock Happenings”) and mailed to the Town at PO Box 6, Hancock,  

Distribution– Rod Perry         

Printing by Gem Graphics, Keene, NH  

Monthly issues are placed at the Hancock Market, Post Office, Fiddleheads, Library, Dump and distributed to the               
students at Hancock Elementary School during the school year. Current and past issues can be found online on the 
Town website hancocknh.org and at the Hancock Historical Society 

Nameplate by Eleanor Amidon       



 

- 20 -                                                                                     HANCOCK HAPPENINGS                                              January 2022 

 

 


