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ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Please respond to the Concord office

January 9, 2014

Kurtis Grassett, Public Works Director
Town of Hancock

P.O.Box 6

Hancock, NH 03449

Re:  Meetinghouse

Dear Kurt:

Thank you for all of the information regarding the Town’s meetinghouse.
I understand that the structure needs repairs, but questions have arisen relative to
the Town’s authority to appropriate funds therefor. Apparently, the concern
focuses upon the fact that the structure is shared with the Congregational Church.

Based upon the information and documentation you have provided to me,
it is tolerably clear that the Town does indeed have an ownership interest in the
meetinghouse. While there may not be a deed, I would characterize that interest
as being a “common undivided interest in the whole.” It appears that over the
years, the parties have operated in this manner. However, neither party can “take”
its interest in the building and the property remains a single, undivided one.

Based upon the fact that the Town owns a portion of the property, it has
the right to raise funds through taxation in order to support the structure and its
municipal uses. This does not represent an endorsement of religion. Rather, it
represents an investment in a physical, historic and cultural asset of the Town.

I am not persuaded that the Toleration Act of 1819 fully addresses the
situation in the Town of Hancock. It is my understanding that the new
meetinghouse was built in 1820, following the destruction of the old
meetinghouse. At the time, the Town’s voters may have concluded that they
were appropriating sums “for repairing meetinghouses now owned” by the Town.
I am not prepared to assumc that the citizens knowingly broke the law. It is also
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worth noting that the records indicate that the Town understood that it was expending funds only
to make the meetinghouse “useful for town purposes.”

It was the agreement of the partics and the vote of the Town that “the town shall have a
right so long as said house shall remain in existence, o make use of it as a town house for fown
purposes.” The meetinghouse is a Town property and has been used as such for at least two
centuries. It appears from the records that over the centuries the debate has focused not on
whether the Town will invest money to maintain and repair the meetinghouse, but rather what is
an equitable share for each party to pay. I expect that debate will continue. T have no difficulty
in concluding that the Town may expend funds to repair the meetinghouse.

b —

Y ¢ e S M
Barton L. Mayer

bmayer@uptonhatfield.com

.~ Verylruly yours,
{ :f:___“

BLM/bgb
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Dear Bart,

I am writing to follow up on a conversation you and | had in reference to the Hancock Meetinghouse and
ownership of the building. As you are aware we have some work to do on the building and questions

have arisen that require a legal opinion. At the request of the Hancock Selectboard | have comp
some documentation in regards to the history of the meetinghouse. | have included the referen
our town or church records that indicate a form of shared ownership between the Town and
Congregational society. The history as the records indicate:

November 15, 1819 the town votes to establish a committee of 9 members to confer with the
Congregational society on a new meetinghouse. See page 143 “Annals of the Town”

Out of that meeting, the town will give $1000 and the land. The town placed several stipulation

led
ces to

s on the

use of the meetinghouse, such as the town will have a right to use said house as long as the house shall

remain in existence. Also all denominations of Christians who may own an interest (the Society)
worship in said house.

This all passed a vote of the town.
1820 the present meetinghouse was erected.

See the handwritten record (Society records) of the accounting of the cost of the meetinghouse
image 22892379), two entries indicate 2 payments from Town treasurer, one for $650 and one
This coincides with the town vote to provide the land and a sum of $1000 towards the building

meetinghouse.

October 21, 1820 the town reviews and accepts the work on the meetinghouse, they also imme
appoint and set the salary for the person to care for the meetinghouse, with a list of duties (see
image #22646449

March 9 1824 they vote to increase the duties of the care taker to include “Dusting of the seats
page 146 in the History of Hancock New Hampshire.

March 9 1830 town voted to pay for the rest of the stove in the meetinghouse and that the rem

may

(Fold 3
for $350.
of the

diately
Fold 3

]

See

aining

funnels be the property of the town. (Annals of the town page 149) They later voted to give one funnel

to the Congregational Society.

On March 12, 1824 the town voted to “paint the outside of the meetinghouse except the shing
roof” See page 150 History of Hancock New Hampshire.

eson the

In 1850 it begins to get interesting. There were discussions about moving the meetinghouse, which
ultimately did happen. By a discussion that began on Jan 15 1851, was adjourned and later re-convened




on February 13, the town did vote to allow the society to move the meetinghouse. They also place
stipulations on the move and started to detail the areas of the meetinghouse that were predomjinately

for town use, and those that were for worship, or church use. They also began to detail shared

usage

and methods by which each party would pay for their areas. Page 158 and 159 of History of Hancock
New Hampshire, Annals of the town. Also fold 3 image #22694911 of actual handwritten records form

the town meeting.

On October 18" of that same year the town voted to finish the “new room” under the meetingr[louse for
a town house, provided that the town can have good title to the same. This room was detailed in the
earlier vote, what is important to this piece is that the next article of the town meeting was to vote to
borrow the funds to accomplish this and that the town, for the first time mentions getting “title to that
space”. See page 159 of the Annals of the Town as well as the fold 3 image #22695144 and 22695146

On December 17, 1851 the Town of Hancock and the Congregational Society signed articles of

agreement that are still in force today. To the best of anyone’s knowledge there has never been an

amendment to these articles of agreement. These articles were mentioned in the town meeting of

March 9, 1852.

The articles summarize the history of the agreements between the society and the town and detail the

predominant uses as the building as it sits today. | would like to bring your attention to the last
of the agreement. It states “If any disagreement shall hereafter arise between said parties as to
repairs of the outside of said house the same shall be submitted to, and decided by, referees m
chosen by the parties.”

| believe this is important because the committee that is currently working on this building was
appointed ¥ by the town and % by the congregational church. | believe we are in compliance w
standing agreement of 1851.

In 1906 the Congregational Society voted to disband and transfer all of its assets and property t:
First Congregational Church of Hancock. | believe this clearly transfers the ownership interest o
society to the current Congregational Church. See handwritten church records

So here are the questions.

1) Does the Town have an ownership interest in the meetinghouse, and if so, is there a way to
determine if that is a set share, or just an undivided interest?

2) Can the town raise funds through taxation, and by extension, borrow those funds, in order to

maintain the meetinghouse?

We are getting many questions about the separation of church and state, and one resident has

sentence
the
utually

th the

o the
fthe

gone so

far as to quote an opinion by the US Attorney general in reference to federal grants applied to work at

the Old North Church in Boston Mass. | believe the Old North church is owned by private owne

rs, not a

political sub division, which makes this opinion not applicable to our situation where we do own a share.




3) Several residents are calling for a title search of the property. As this property has neither beg
bought nor sold, | believe the “title search” involves a review of the town and Congregational re
which the main votes are attached to this correspondence. The only Deed that | am aware of is

that transferred the “common land” from Deacon Hosely to the Town of Hancock back in 1791.

4) And the last question for this round, there is a 501 C3 set up (Hancock Improvement Associat
accept fundraising endeavors for the Good of Hancock. This vehicle will be used to allow people

N
cords, of
the Deed

on) to
to make

a tax deductible contribution for the meetinghouse project. Several of the meetinghouse committee

members sit on the HIA board as well, but it does not appear that a majority of the meetinghou
committee that sits on the HIA board. Does the HIA board fall under the rules governed by RSA

se
91-A?

ut some

Thanks for your opinion in this matter | look forward to being able to share your response and p
of these questions to bed.

Sincerely

Kurt
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Nov. 15th.  This meeting was called to meet at Jededial Fox's
hall, but when met. it was adjourncd to the Center school-house
Ft was « Voted to dispose of the remains of the old necting honse

Ly vendue, exeept the stone, which the committee will ilispose of ay
they shall think most pradent.”

John Whitcomb. Ninian Clark, David Nahor, Peter Tattle, Elijal
Washbuorn, Moses Dennis, Cristy Dunean, Josiah Stone, and Salmon

Wood were ehosen a committee to confer with a committee thal

might be chosen by the First Congregational society relative to thy

=

building of a mecting-house and town-house.  This commitiee wa
to make a report at the next meeting, Nov. 19th.
The committee chosen to confer with a committee from the Con

gregational socicty reported substantially as follows: That it would
Le for the interest of the town to give said society s1000, and fui

]

nish a spot to set the honse upon, provided the soeiety would build

a honse nearly of the size, construction, and form of the Congregs
tional meeting-house in Dubling the house to be built of wood, aud
underpinned with hewed or hammered stone.
The society was to aeceede to the following proposals: —
“17  The town shall have a right so long as said house shall remaip
in existence, to make use ¢of it as a town house for town purposes,

«2et The pews shall be sold at publie anction to the highesg
hidder (previous notice having been given of said auetion) giviug
every Person an equal and fair chance to purchase if he choose]
Every person so purehasing was to have a right to transfer his right
to others.

3% All denominations of Christians who may own an interesgt

in said house shall have their rights equally respeeted according tp
what they may have paid.”
The soeiety wax to reserve four pews in the lower part of thi

house for the use of elderly persons who might not be able or iy

clined to purchase pews. The seats in the gallery were also to by
reserved for the use of those who might see fit to ocenpy then
with the exeeption of those oceupied by the singers. It was als
recommended * that the house be set direetly hack of where th
old one stood, the north end to stand six feet south of the wall wher
the stables stood that were hurned.”

The above report was aceepted with the exeeption of the location,
After several votes for and against the location recommended, ft
was finally decided to so place the hous¢ “That the south sill of the

T = =

{ oo




Page 7
Please consult fold3.com file

(Town 2014 note: Church records - Cost of 1920 Meetinghouse)

http://www.fold3.com/image/22892379/
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Please consult fold3.com file

(Town 2014 note: Vote to accept Meetinghouse and appoint
caretaker 1820)

http://www.fold3.com/image/22686449/




146 HISTORY OF HANCOCK, NEW HAMPSHIRE,

number of votes received by each: Ichabod Bartlett, 83; William
Plammer, Jr., 84; Charles Woodman, 11; Matthew Ilarvey, 84;

Aaron Matson, 78; Thomas Whipple, Jr., 77; Nehemiah Kastm
54; Edmund Parker, 18; Richard Odell; 1; David L. Morrill,
William Pickering, 4.

« Joted that the selectmen procure guide boards and cause them

to be erected in such places as they may see fit.”

an,
6;

March 11, 1823. For the first time we find it recorded that the

school committee made a report to the town; said report was

C=

cepted and placed on file. Rev. Mr. Burgess, Charles Boutell, apd

David Nahor were chosen to visit the schools.

« Voted to prohibit neat cattle from going at large on the high-
way from the first day of April to the last day of October agree-

able to a law of this state framed June 17, 18117

Voted, That the selectmen deliver each soldier onefourth poupd

of powder, “to be expended on muster day.”

Sept. 16th, «“Voted to lay ount sixty dollars on the road frgm
David Davises to Nelson line,” This road, in the warrant, was

designated as a post road to Nelson,
March 9, 1824, The sense of the qualified voters was taken

favor of Mount Vernon were 4%,

$450 were raised to defray town charges; $500 for schools,
%50 for a singing-school.

Dr. PPeter Tuttle, Charles Boutell, and John Clark were cho
to visit the schools.

Ot o Fee e"_/'"fzﬁ'ﬁ';‘vj-f
5 Y

\g The care of the meeting-house, etc., this year was to include,

addition to what had been done previously, “the dusting of
seats.” Joshua Davis agreed to do the work for $23.

Nov. 1st. But little interest was manifested in the election
representatives to congress and presidential electors.

For electors only one ticket was in the field. The vote was fr
ninety-three to ninety-five. For representatives, not much m
interest was manifested, as only ten persons were voted for.
give their names, with number of votes received: Ichabod B
lett, 106; Nehemiah Eastman, 96; Jonathan Harvey, 97; Ti
Brown, 87 ; Joseph Healy, 75; Thomas Whipple, Jr, 105; Da
C. Atkinson, 11; Ezekiel Webster, 9; James Miller, 37; Phine
Henderson, 11,

regard to the shire town. The question was between Amherst apd
Mount Vernon. Those in favor of Amherst were 100; those|i
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ANNALS OF THE TOWN. 1449

Mareh 10, 1829, Vote for members of eongress: John Bron
head, 152: Joseph Harmon, 1521 Jonathan Harvey, 152: Thom
Chandler, 1523 Henry Tlabbard, 152 John W, Weeks, 1527 Langl
Boardman, 11; David Barker, Jr, 41; FEzekiel Webster, 335 Jol
Wallace, Jr., 113 Jotham Lord, 41 ; Joseph Bell, 37,

“ Ioted that our proportion of the Literary fund be put at interept

the present vear,”

#500  were raised for schools, and R1500 to defray town

charges.

Mareh 9, 1830, S1500 were raised to defray town eharges, 32
for schools, and %30 for singing. Charles Symonds was chosen
lay out the woney raised for singing, and also as instructor of 1l
singing-school.

“Toted that the Town pay the remainder due for the stove

the meeting house not exceeding %30, and the remainder of the

funnels be the property of the Town,”
March ¥, 1831, “Voted that the ringing of the Bell findn

wood and tending the fire as usual = the meeting house swept

eight times in the year, and the aisles and desk washed in tl
month of May, e let out at anction to the lowest bidder.” It w
struck off to Joshua Davis at 250,

The vote for representatives to congress was taken. Six persohs

received 157 votes each, three persons received 40 votes cach, a
three persons received 39 votes each.

The entire sapport of the poor in the town for the ensuing ye
“To be supported in sickness and in health, doetoring clothing §
included,” was let out to the lowest bidder, and awarded to Jol
Gray, for $312.20.

%30 were raised for singing. The agent to lay out this mone
was instructed not to lay out any of it on Sanday.

“ | oted that the first Congregational society in Hancock mgy

have the funnel that was left of the stoves in the meeting house
convert 1o their own use,”

Mareh 13, 1832, “Foted to sell the great pine tree near the

grave yard at anetion struck off the aforesaid tree to Joshua Dav
at $1.15 — 7

Nov. 5, 1832, Voted for presidential clestors. The vote stog
197 to 38,

March 12, 1833, The vote for representatives to congress we
145 to 14, The state was now entitled to five members.

111
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150 HISTORY OF HANCOCK, NEW HAMPSHIRE.

Charles Symonds was chosen to lay out the $30 appropriated for

singing.

“ Voted that the sclectmen provide at the expense of the town

moor cloth (so called) to be used at burials and also to provi
suitable posts and hooks, or hooks, to tye horses near the gra

yard.”
A by-law was made at this meeting by the town to prevent, in ¢

de
ve

exact langnage of the law, “horses Jacks mules neat stock sheep

and swine from going at large.” The penalty for permitting a
thing of this kind was a fine not exceeding $4 and costs of suit.

There were in favor of the revision of the constitution, 59 vot
and 60 votes against such revision.

March 11, 1834. «“The sense of the qualified voters beirg

taken on the subject of a convention for the revision of the C
stitution, the yeas were 112, the nays were 44.”

March 12th. A committee that had been appointed to look i
the situation of the real estate belonging to the town, and also t
situation of the poor, reported that they would recommend {t
town to retain the Nahor farm and support the paupers om f{
same, and employ a man and a woman to take care of said farm a

to
he
he
he
nd

paupers. Jacob G. Lakin was chosen overscer of the poor, and

agent to make purchases to stock the farm and provide help
earry it on.

Voted, That the selectmen be instructed to sell the Abrah
Davis house, so called.

¢ J"oted that the house on the town farm be the house of corr
tion.”

“ P'oted that the select men proceed agreeable to the statue
the state respecting idlers and tiplers immediately.”

3 “Voted 1o paint the outside of the meeting house except

shingles on the roof.”

“ Joted that the superintending school committee dispense W
visiting the schools.”

March 10, 1¥35. Five members of congress were voted for

to

(iImn

ec-

of

the

ith

at

this meeting. We give the number of votes received by e

c¢h

person: Samuel Cushman, 185; Benning M. Bean, 185; Frapk-
lin 'ieree, 185; Joseph Weeks, 185; Robert Burns, 184; Sampuel

Hale, 20; Anthony Colby, 29; James Wilson, Jr.,, 29; Jos¢
Bell, 28,

'ph

March 11th. $2000 were raised to defray town charges, $300
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158 HISTORY OF HANCOCK, NEW HAMPSHIRE.

March 13, 1849,  Voted, To instruct the selectmen to repair the
gates of the grave-yard, and to straighten the wall; also to repair
the gate of the pound.

March 12, 1850, Toted, To raise £600 to defray town charges,
and 3600 for schools.
. “Is it expedient to alter the constitution 7”7 Yeas, 1565 nays, g8.

Dec. 17, 1850. The second article in the warrant was to see if the
town, in connection with pew-holders, will agree to move and rey
the meeting-house, and adopt such measures as may be necessary
for the purpose, VYoted in favor of moving the meeting-houge :
Yeas, 46; nays, 24,

David Low, Richard Emerson, Z. W. Brooks, Ehenezel Ware,
and Eli M. Baldwin were chosen a committee to examine the
meeting-house and report at the adjourned meeting. Marcus |A.
Anthony, John Brooks, and Josepl Kimball were chosen a cqm-
mittee to consult the pew-holders and report.

Jan. 15, 1851. Met according to adjournment. Above com-
mittees reported. Both reports were laid on the table, and after
some discussion, meeting adjourned to Feb. 13th, when the report
as amended was adopted, which was as follows: ¢“The committee
appointed by the town of Hancock at a meeting held the Znd ipst
to examine and report at an adjourned meeting as to the propriety
of moving and altering the meeting-house in said Hancock, so that
the town and pew-holders may be better accommodated, have |at-
tended to the duty assigned them and report as follows: Your eqm-
mittee are of opinion that it would better to alter and repair the
meeting house where it now stands,

«But if John Brooks 2nd and others wish to move the meeting
house to the north so that the front of the meeting house will range
with the front of the vestry and put the meeting house upon a
permanent stone foundation and leave the meeting house in as ggod
repair as it now is, we recommend that they have leave to do [so,
if they will do it without expense to the town. Also that the
meeting house may be so altered or divided as to give the town gnd
pew holders separate parts, hy carrying the south partition to the
north side of the second window casings on the sides of the meeting
house, the space to be occupied by the town to be from said parti-
tion when moved as aforesaid, northward to the north end of the
meeting house and upwards to the plastering under the galleries, and
also the town to occupy and usc the porch and entry and the bell

s

<
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Please consult fold3.com file
(Town 2014 note: Town vote to move Meetinghouse Jan 1851)

http://www.fold3.com/image/22694911/




ANNALS OF THE TOWN, 159

for all purposes for which the town may wish to use the same i
common with the pew holders.  Also (the town) reserving for
woold room the space under the stairs, running eastward and upy
ward on the east side of the house. The pew holders having the
right to remove the pews seats and pulpit and to ereet all necessary
supports for the tloor above,  And also to erect chimneys from the
foundation for the purpose of condncting the smoke from the towr
hall and the meeting house.  The town reserving the right to msery
their funnel in the said chimneys, in the town hall for the above
named purpose, and your committee would further recommend thad
if division or alteration be made in the meeting house that the
town pay one third of all necessary repairs on the ontside of thy
same while it is ocenpied for a town house (except the windows)
The town to repair the windows in the lower part of the house and
no others, Also that when the pews shall be offered for sale tha
it be on the same conditions as were the original pews in this houscl
All of which is respeetfully submitted.”

Joel Gates, Lemuel Eaton, and Cristy Dunean were chosen :
committee to cousult with other committees in relation to appoint
ing a committee to appraise the pews,

March 11, 1851, Vote for representative to congress: George
W. Morrison, 1225 Jared Perkins, 90.

For the first time in the history of the town, the report of the
school committee was not only read and accepted, but also printed,
and one copy was sent to cach family in town.

The fourteenth article of the warrant was, “Isit expedient for th

=

=

—

2

w

=

legislature to enact a law to exempt the homestead of families fron
attachment, and levy or sale on exeeution to the amount of $50077

The vote of town on this question was, yeas, 335 nays, 35,

Fifteen changes in the constitution were submitted to the town,
but only three received the assent of a majority of the voter
prescnt.

April 26th.  Voted, To lower the tloor agrecable to the plan
presented by the committee of the Congregational society o
Ilancock.

Voted, To repair the town-house,

Voted, That if the house is not moved, the town pay one-third
the expense of repairing and painting the house where it now stands.

Oct. 18th.  Toted, To finish the room under meeting-house for
town-house, provided the town can have a cood _title of the samd.

=

R =

=

—
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Please consult fold3.com file

(Town 2014 note: Oct 1851 - Build Meeting Room - See next page
where they borrowed the money)

http://www.fold3.com/image/22695144/
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160 HISTORY OF HANCOCK, NEW HAMPSHIRE.

The selectmen were appointed a committee to take this matter|in
charge. They were directed to provide blinds for the windows,
also seats for the towun-hall, and to lower the floor.

March 9, 1852.  Abijah Hadley, Kendall Gray, and Josiah Stone
were chosen a committee to sell the town-farm, and to purchase
another, within one year from the first of the next April. The
report of the school committee was ordered to be printed, and
copies distributed, —one to each family.

“ Voted, That the town has leave to set shade-trees on the com-
mon.” David Patten, Iram Wood, and John Brooks were chosen a
committee “to see to arranging the shade-trees on the common.”

gational society.

Nov. 2d. The town was permitted to vote on the following
question: “Is it expedient that the bill entitled ‘an act for the

alaw?”” 7 voted in favor, and 85 against, this bill.

The town voted for presidential electors. There were three
parties. The first set of candidates received 134 votes; the seco
37; the third, 23. These parties were the Democratie, Whig, and
Free Soil, respectively.

March 8, 1853, “ Voted to have prayer by Rev. A. Bigelow.”

This is the first record I have found that one of these meetings
was opened by prayer.

The following is the vote for representative to congress: George
W. Morrison, 128; Aaron P. Hughes, 37; John Preston, 29.

Voted, To sell the property on the town farm at auction |on
March 21st.

March 14, 1854. Voted, To have the selectmen purchase a copy
of «Colton’s Map of the United States” for each school district in
town.

March 13, 1855. Vote for representative to congress: George
W. Morrison, 115; Mason W. Tappan, 94.

The town balloted six times for a representative to the state leg-




Articles of Agreement between the town of Hancock in the County of Hillsborough and state
of New Hampshire and the first Congregational Society in Hancock.

Whereas the said Society heretofore had built a meetinghouse in said town, on land
belonging to the town, and which had been dedicated by the town to that use, to the Jluilding
of which house the town had contributed the sum of one thousand dollars, and whereas the
said town and society have recently agreed to make a thorough repare of said house at the
expense of both said parties and to alter the internal construction of the same, the lower part
to be converted into a Town Hall at the North end with doors at the south end and entry
leading to the Hall, and stairs on each side leading to the upper part and two small ropms, one
on cach side leading to the entry. The upper part to be converted into a Church and
Meetinghouse for the use of said Society.

Now the said town and society in consideration of the promises have agreed and do
hereby mutually agree and do covenant each with the other as follows and do hereby release
and quitclaim each to the other the rights and privileges herein after mentioned. The town is
to have exclusive use and occupancy of the Town Hall, and a right to conduct the stove pipe
into the chimney built by the Socicty and the use of the entry to pass to and from the Hall.
“The Town is also to have the use of the small room on the cast side of the entry for meetings
of the Select men and town committees to transact town business, and a privilege of ;utting a
desk in the same to keep the town records and papers, and also a box stove to warm t{e same.

The pipe to be conducted into the chimney. “The use of said room is to belong to the Society
subject to these privileges of the Town. The town is also to have the use of the bell to be

rung and tolled at deaths and funerals and for meetings to be held in the Town Hall. ‘The

Society are (o have exclusive use and occupancy of all other parts of said house and its
appendages not herein before mentioned. The Town is to keep in repair the windows
belonging to the Town Hall. All other windows are to be kept in repair by the Society. The
expense of maintaining and keeping in repair the outside of said house, exclusive of
windows, is to be defrayed one third by the Town, and two thirds by the Society. If any

disagreement shall hereafter arise between said partics as to the repairs of the outside of said
house the same shall be submitted to, and decided by, referees mutually chosen by the
parties.

In witness whereof me William Gray, L.W. Brooks and Joel Gates selectmen
of said Town, have hereunto and to a counter-part hercof signed our names and affixed the
seal of said town.

And 1, Christy Duncan agent of said Society have signed my name and affixed
the seal of said Society, this 17™ day of Dec. 1851.

Signed, sealed and delivered William Gray Selectmen
in presence of us L. W. Brooks of
David Patten Jocl Gatcs Hancock

William P. Hall
Cristy Duncan Agent for the first
Congregational
Society in ITancock




Hillsborough SS. Dec. 17" 1851
‘Then the town of Hancock by William Gray, L.W. Brooks and
Joel Gates selectmen of said town, and the First Congregational Society in Hancock by
Christy Duncan their agent acknowledged the foregoing instrument by them executed, to be
their free act and deed.

Before me David Patten - Justice of the Peace

April 14, 1852 the above instrument recorded in the records of the Society by
77 Bemis, Clerk






