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cutting. If some of the screen area has previously bleaned, the Planning
Board may require replanting.

7.10.4.9 Other Restrictions

No Lot may be further subdivided. Boundary line adjustsyand mergers are
permitted if they do not defeat the requirement that tbleadi be at least one lot
of less than 4 acres in the subdivision or reduceitkeos any lot of less than 4
acres as originally laid out. A statement to thisafhall be set forth on the
Final Plan and shall be contained in the deeds adtsll |

Overlay Districts

Article 8 Historic District
8.1  Authority and Purpose

This Article is adopted pursuant to the authority grantddHRSA 674:45-50 and is
intended to re-codify the Hancock Historic District Ordica adopted in 1975. The
regulations in this Ordinance shall overlay and suppl¢mherregulations in the Town of
Hancock Zoning Ordinance, and shall be considered pare &dhing Ordinance for
purposes of administration, enforcement and appeals utaderdaswv. If any provision of
this Ordinance differs or appears to conflict with any miowi of the Zoning Ordinance
or other ordinance or regulation, the provision imposnaggreater restriction or more
stringent standard shall govern.

It is hereby declared as a matter of public policy thatrézognition, preservation,
enhancement, and continued use of buildings, Structutes asid areas within the
Historic District defined in this Ordinance having histolieachitectural, cultural, or
design significance are required in the interest oettmmomic prosperity, cultural
enrichment, health and general welfare of the community.

The purposes of this Ordinance are to:

8.1.1 Safeguard the heritage of the Town of Hancock by proviading f
the protection of the Structures and areas representinifjcagt elements
of its cultural, social, economic, political, and atebtural history.

8.1.2 Enhance the visual character of the Town by encouragidg
regulating the compatibility of new construction withie tHistoric
District to reflect or respect established architectureaditions.

8.1.3 Foster public appreciation of and civic pride in the beafithe
Town of Hancock and the accomplishments of its past.
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8.1.4 Strengthen the economy of the Town of Hancock by ptiogeand
enhancing the attractiveness of the community to residexntssts and
visitors.

8.1.5 Conserve property values within the Town of Hancock; and

8.1.6 Promote the private and public use of Structures and aitas
the Historic District of the Town of Hancock for teducation, pleasure,
prosperity, and general welfare of the community.

8.2 District Defined

The description is developed with reference to a relaisl of the Main Street area of
Hancock with title “Map of the Village of Hancock, N.H.Plot of Area Designated as a
Historic District” and dated in September 1974.

Distances specified in the description are as sceded the map. Point locations
are in accordance with map designations.

Beginning at the Southwest corner of Pine Ridge Cematdppint 1, as
established by Cemetery stone boundary wall and continiagtraight line,
past the South side of the Town School, across SdhBRd#d to a granite post
boundary marker at the property line of N/F Wilbur.

From the intersection of this line with the centee lof Sand Hill Road at Point 2,
Southerly along the center line of Sand Hill Road 150te&oint 3, thence
Easterly 300 feet to Point 4, thence Northerly acrossdydroad 200 feet to
Point 5 located 250 feet South of Main Street center line

From Point 5 easterly along a straight line running gdiggrarallel to Main
Street and 250 feet South of its center line, continuwarthe center line of Forest
Street at Point 6.

From Point 6 Northerly along the center line of Bbi®treet 170 feet to the
junction of Forest Street with Norway Hill Road atifi® 7, thence Northeasterly
across said junction to the Northerly side of Norway Rdad at Point 8.

From Point 8 Southeasterly along the North side afady Hill Road to the
boundary line between the properties N/F of Stearns awrd/at Point 9, thence
Northerly along said boundary line to the property linE dif Quinn at Point 10.

From Point 10 Northerly along a straight line to Bire Hydrant located at the
junction of School Street and Bennington Road. Poins Estiablished on this
line at its intersection with a straight line 11-12 eging through two granite
post markers on the Northerly property line N/F of Gould.
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From Point 11 Northwesterly along a straight line ¢iP12 at one of the two
aforementioned granite post markers.

From Point 12 Southwesterly along a straight line gelyeparallel to
Bennington Road 400 feet to Point 13 located 80 feet Eastiithe center line of
School Street and 300 feet Northerly of the centerdindain Street.

From Point 13 Westerly along a straight line generadisallel to Main Street,
across School Street and continuing to the Northepsterher of the Pine Ridge
Cemetery boundary wall at Point 18.

Beginning at Point 14, the intersection of line 13-18 withEasterly side of
Norway Plain Cemetery driveway, Northerly along saidelkay and continuing
along the Cemetery boundary Easterly to Point 15, thenctherly and Westerly
to Point 16 on the Easterly shore line of Norway Ponacadt to the
Northernmost point of the Cemetery boundary. FromtPi8 along the
aforementioned shore line to intersection with line 13e1Boint 17.

From Point 17 along aforementioned line 13-18 to Point 1&¢éhalong the

Westerly boundary wall of Pine Ridge Cemetery throughtPd@no point of

beginning.

Historic District Commission

8.3.1 There is established a Historic District Commissiomsegting of
five (5) members, to be appointed by the Board of Selegtatdeast one
of whom shall be a resident of the Historic Distrarie shall be a member
of the Board of Selectmen, and one shall be a meoflibe Planning
Board.

8.3.2 Each member shall serve for a term of three (3) years

8.3.3 There shall be three (3) alternate members appointdwel®dard
of Selectmen, whose terms shall be three (3) years.

Powers and Duties of Historic District Commission
The Historic District Commission shall have thedalling powers:

8.4.1 To adopt and amend regulations for the administratidheo
Historic District.

8.4.2 To administer this Ordinance and the regulations adoptéeby
Commission within the Historic District.
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8.4.3 To review all applications for permits for constructiatieration,
removal, or demolition within the Historic Distrigitovided, however that
the review of such applications shall be limited to thomesiderations
which will have an impact on the character and intggrfitthe District.

8.4.4 To consult with other Boards and officers of the Toamith
historical, cultural, or educational groups, or persons tdiraaénformed
decision.

8.4.5 To accept and use (with the approval of the Selectbodtd) gi
grants, or contributions for the exercise of its fioms.

8.4.6 To exercise powers of enforcement to the full extentideal in
NH RSA 674:50.

8.5 Regulations
8.5.1 Regulated Activities
No person shall construct, alter, repair, move, or dislmany building,
Structure, or improvement which lies within the Histddistrict without
first obtaining a certificate of approval from the Hr&tdistrict
Commission.

8.5.2 Historic Commission Review

For the purpose of this Article, the following activiti&sall be reviewed
by the Historic District Commission:

8.5.2.6 Erection, alteration, repair, sand blasting, abrasieanshg,
relocation, or demolition of the building or Structuaad
construction on any site.

8.5.2.7 Erection, alteration, or removal of any exteriovible
feature of a building or Structure.

8.5.2.8 Construction, reconstruction, or repair of any stonk ava
fencing; and

8.5.2.9 Grading, Excavation, or removal of stone walls, fenead
trees.

8.6 Exemptions

The Historic District Commission shall not requireiesv of the following activities:
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Ordinary Maintenance and Repair

Ordinary maintenance and repair of any architecturalifeavhich does
not involve removal or a change in design, dimensiovaerials, color or
outer appearance of such features.

Application Procedure

The following procedures shall be followed in processingiegidns for approval of
work covered by this Article:

8.7.1

8.7.2

8.7.3

8.7.4

Application

An application, on forms established by the Historistilst Commission,
shall be submitted to the Historic District Commisdionreview and
approval of any work to be performed within the Historistbct of the
Town of Hancock.

Fees

The applicant shall be required to pay an applicagerahd legal notice
fee as established by the Historic District Commission.

Project Description

The application shall include a narrative descriptiothefproject and
graphic materials of sufficient clarity and detail toggthe Commission a
clear and certain understanding of the applicant’s tistemegarding the
work contemplated and its consistency with the HistDistrict
Ordinance and regulation.

Application Documents

The applicant shall supply site plans, building plates;agions,
perspective sketches, photographs, building material sangplether
information reasonably required by the Commission tkamis
determination of approval or disapproval.
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8.7.5 Review by Additional Town Officials

In reviewing the application package, the Commission reqyest reports
and recommendations regarding the feasibility of theiegupils proposal
from the Planning Board, Fire Chief, Building InspectoralteOfficer,
and other administrative officials who may possessinéion
concerning the impact of the proposal on the Historitriois

8.7.6 Hearing
The Historic District Commission shall conduct a reaon all
applications, providing notice as required by law to eachtiagytroperty
owner and the general public.
8.7.7 Approval
The Commission shall issue a certificate of approvalotice of
disapproval within ten (10) days of the date of the fim@rimg unless the
applicant shall agree to an extension in writing.
8.8 Review Criteria
In making a determination on an application, the HistDistrict Commission shall take
into account the purposes of this Ordinance and congidenot be limited by, the
following:
8.8.1 Historical, Architectural, or Cultural Value
The historical, architectural, or cultural value of thejsct building(s),
Structure(s), or landscape(s), and their relationshigcanttibution to the
setting.
8.8.2 Compatibility
The compatibility of the exterior design, arrangenwdrglements, texture,
and materials proposed to be used in relationship to extifdjngs or
Structures and their settings.
8.8.3 Painting or Repainting of Buildings or Structures
8.8.3.6 Colors employed shall be consistent with that of the
balance of the District and shall be presented in aergional
manner.
8.8.3.7 Unconventional designs, colors, or color combinations ar
prohibited.
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8.8.4 Scale and Size

The scale and general size of new construction itigeléo existing
surroundings with consideration of such factors ashewidth, street
frontage, number of stories, roof type, facade openimgsaechitectural
detail.

8.8.5 Other Factors

Other factors, including yards, off-street parking, sureg fencing,
entrance drives, sidewalks, signs, lights, and /or landsgaygich might
affect the character of any building or Structures witheDistrict and
similar factors which relate to the setting for suatu&ure or grouping of
Structures.

8.8.6 Project Impact
The impact that the applicant’s proposal will havelensetting and the
extent to which it will preserve and enhance the histhr@cahitectural,
and cultural qualities of the District and community.

8.8.7 Compatible Use
Every reasonable effort shall be made to provide a cobipaise for a
property which requires minimal alteration of the buntgi Structure, site,
and its environment.

8.8.8 Historical Preservation
The distinguishing original qualities or character otidding, Structure,
site and its environment shall not be destroyed. Thevahor alteration
of any historical material or distinctive architectuestures should be
avoided when possible.

8.8.9 Alterations
All buildings, Structures, and sites shall be recogniagoraducts of their
own time. Alterations that have no historical basid which seek to
create an earlier appearance shall be discouraged.

8.8.10 Appropriate Changes

Changes which may have taken place in the course efaimevidence of
the history and development of a building, Structure, aitd,its
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environment. These changes may have acquired significatiogir own
right, and this significance shall be recognized and otsge

8.8.11 Stylistic Features and Examples of Skilled Craftsmanship

Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilleraftsmanship which
characterize a building, Structure, or site shall atéd with sensitivity.

8.8.12 Restoration vs. Replacement

8.8.12.6 Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaiegder
than replaced, whenever possible.

8.8.12.7 In the event replacement is necessary, the new iaater
should match the material being replaced in compositiesign,
texture, and other visual qualities.

8.8.12.8 Repair or replacement of missing architectural features
should be based on accurate duplications of features, stibsd
by historical, physical, or pictorial evidence ratheartion
conjectural designs or the availability of differentratectural
elements from other buildings or Structures.

8.8.13 Cleaning
The surface cleaning of Structures shall be undertakerthatgentlest
means possible. Sand blasting and other cleaning methoaalthat
damage the historical building material shall not be ua#éert.

8.8.14 Preservation of Archaeological Resources

Every reasonable effort shall be made to protect and peeser
archaeological resources affected by or adjacent to ajgcpr

8.8.15 New Design
New designs for alterations and additions to existing ptiegeshall not
be discouraged when such alterations and additions do naiydestr
significant historical, architectural, or cultural maaérand such design is
compatible with the size, scale, color, material, dratacter of the
property, neighborhood, or environment.

8.8.16 Additions or Alterations
Whenever possible, new additions or alterations to Striectlnal be
done in such a manner that if such additions or alkeratvere removed

Adopted March 2006, Amended to March 2010 38



Notice: This ordinance may be amended from time to time. Applicants and others should
not rely on thisinternet version of the ordinance (March 2010) without confirming through the Hancock
Planning Board that it is current and unamended.

in the future, the essential form and integrity ofahiginal Structure
would be not impaired.

8.8.17 Demolition or Relocation of Buildings or Other Struesir

8.8.17.6 Before a building or other Structure is demolished or
moved out of the district or neighborhood, the apptichall, in
good faith, prepare a detailed plan for reuse of the edcate
which the Commission determines shall meet the regeinésof a
certificate of approval.

8.8.17.7 Such certificates of approval for demolition, relocatior
reuse shall only be granted upon a showing by the apptitainto
deny such certificate would result in a hardship unique to the
property in question and that such hardship is not commtheto
neighboring properties within the district or neighborhood.

8.9 Certificate of Approval

8.9.1 No Building Permit shall be issued and no constructiquaire
demolition, reconstruction, or removal of buildings, Stuoes, stone
walls, fences, or trees shall occur without firsiereing a Certificate of
Approval from the Historic District Commission.

8.9.2 Modifications to an application must be reapproved by tiséokHc
District Commission at a regular public hearing.

8.9.3 In the event that an unanticipated modification isaleced to be
necessary during the actual construction process, theoelaBuilding
Inspector may allow a reasonable substitution in sesignaterials. The
applicant shall then immediately file an amended pléh tlie Historic
District Commission.

8.10 Appeals
Any person or persons jointly or severally aggrieved bycgsaa of the Historic District

Commission shall have the right to appeal that decisidhe Zoning Board of
Adjustment in accordance with state law.
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